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From The Office Of The Presiding Bishop 


he August of 2002, we will reach a major milestone in the history of 
our church as we will celebrate the opening of All Saints Bible College. 
All Saints is the fulfillment of a longstanding dream, conceived in the 
heart of Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. He envisioned that we would 
have an undergraduate COGIC college in the city of Memphis. This 
school was to be a place where we would train people for ministry and 
prepare them for graduate school. Originally unveiled in the mid 
1970's, the dream is now being fulfilled! (See All Saints Bible College 


article.) 


Presiding Bishop G. E. Patterson 


If our school is to be a success, our jurisdictions, congregations, lead- 

ers, members, and friends, must support it. Therefore, I am asking 

each bishop to ‘Send One and Fund One.’ If each jurisdiction sends and pays the tuition and boarding fee of 
$6,000.00 for one student, we will surely reach our goal of 200 residential students for August of 2002. Aside 


from the jurisdictions, individual families and congregations may also participate in this effort. 


I am also encouraging renewed and accelerated support of the Missions program of our church. (See World 
Missions article.) Our church is in more than 50 countries worldwide. One of our focuses is on generating greater 
support of our outreach in Africa and addressing the needs of diseased, orphaned and starving children. For fur- 


ther information, so you can lend your support, call our Missions’ office at our World Headquarters. 


As we approach our Spring General Assembly, all credential carriers are asked to submit their annual reports to 
their superintendents and bishops. These reports provide support of the many worthwhile programs that are in 


place as our beloved church fulfills her end time mission. 


The next edition of this magazine will provide detailed information on our international telecast, COGIC Now! 


In the meantime, let us hear from you if you are seeing the telecast and being blessed by it. 


The blessings of God be upon you! We bless you in the name of the Lord! 


Bishop G. E. Patterson 


The Indiana Convention Center was an ‘excellent’ and 
inspiring setting for the annual gathering of the executives of 
the Church of God in Christ. The theme for the National 
Conference was “Perfecting Excellence in COGIC 
Leadership.” Workshops, worship and the Word were the 
foci of this conclave that convened for four 

days in Indianapolis. All the jurisdictions 

which comprise four states (Indiana, 

Kentucky, Ohio, Wisconsin) were the 

hosts. Supporting were all 19 COGIC 

jurisdictions that make up Illinois and 

Michigan. 


The Conference Committee was headed by 
Bishop Jerry L. Maynard who served as 
Conference Coordinator. He was assisted 
by Public Relations leaders, Director- 
Bishop A. D. Williams and assistant, Elder 
Isaac Patrick. Curriculum was developed 
by Dr. Alonzo Johnson; the workshops 
were guided by Bishop Charles Brown and 
Elder Fredric Grant. The Program 
Committee was led by Dr. Bobby 


Henderson. 
THE WORSHIP & 
THE WORD 


Conference worship commenced on 
Monday, January 7th, at 7:00 p.m. The 
opening message was given by Bishop 
Walter Bogan of Michigan. Powerful 
music was led by Professor Iris Stevenson 
and the International Music Department 
each evening. The host and supporting 
jurisdictions made financial presentations 
each evening. Pastors and Elders’ Council 
Chairman, Elder Derrick Hutchins, deliv- 
ered the evening message on the second 
night of the Conference. The Presiding 
Bishop highlighted the Conference with his official address 


on Wednesday evening. 


Daily luncheon speakers included Bishop Charles Blake, 
Mother W. M. Rivers and Dr. Alonzo Johnson. Morning 
prayers were offered at 7:45 daily. Daytime leaders includ- 


ed Evangelist Frances Kelly and Bishop 

Michael Cole. Praise and worship leaders included 
Evangelists Vanessa Gatlin and Sister Barbara Mann. Youth 
Department Vice President, Pastor Rodrick Hennings was 
the morning messenger on Thursday, January 10th. 


Conference workshop class offerings 
ranged from a class for the episcopacy 
facilitated by the Presiding Bishop and 
the First Assistant Presiding Bishop; to 
a Contemporary Legal Issues class led 
by COGIC’s Legal Counsel, Judge 
Enoch Perry. Classes were tailored for 
National Department Leaders, the 
Board of Bishops, General Assembly 
leaders, Trustee Board Members and 
Women’s Department Supervisors, to 
name a few of the comprehensive 
course offerings. 


Annually, the Leadership Conference is 
the kick-off event for the Church of 
God in Christ and her officers and spir- 
itual leaders. The 2002 Conference was 
attended by hundreds of COGIC lead- 
ers who collectively suggested that a 
great course has been set for the new 
year. 


Many expressed appreciation for the 
professionalism and the conscientious 
time management of the Conference 
from opening session until the closing 
benediction. 


Next major conference for the National 
Church is the General Assembly in 
April, during which the credential carri- 
ers annual reports are given and legisla- 
tive decisions and presentations are 
made. Slated annually at Mason Temple in Memphis, this 
year's April Assembly convenes April 9-11, 2002. 


Saints could sense an important psychological shift as 
Church of God in Christ (COGIC) adherents from 
around the world gathered in Memphis, Tennessee for 
the 94th Annual Holy Convocation. The horrible 
atrocities that occurred-on September 11th did not 
deter delegates who gathered for a time of spiritual 
refreshing and renewal in what is called the Church of 
God in Christ’s “Jerusalem.” 


Led by Presiding Bishop G. E. Patterson and COGIC 
leaders, the delegates sought God for a spiritual out- 
pouring by entering an old fashioned shut in. “Since 
Monday (morning) at 9 a.m., when we entered a time 
of fasting and prayer, there has been a tremendous out- 
pouring,” said Bishop Patterson. He added that “God 
has blessed all of us!” 


Through innovative leadership and masterful delega- 
tion, Bishop Patterson led the 94th Annual Holy 
Convocation to new heights. 


Following are highlights of the Annual Convocation of 
the Church of God in Christ. 


The new Commission on Education (COE), led by Dr. 


Alonzo Johnson, provided an energized setting for 
intellectual stimulation. Dr. Oliver Haney and the O. 
T. Jones, Sr., Institute’s partnership with the COE pro- 
vided auxiliaries and their leaders with practical and 
informative training. In keeping with current events 
and cutting edge ministerial topics of interest that 
affect the church's ability to minister most effectively, 
new classes were introduced. Among the new classes 
were “Christianity vs. Islam” (taught by Elder Scott 
Bradley) and “COGIC Women’s History” (taught by 
Evangelist Glenda Goodson and Dr. Goldie Wells). 


Although the nightly services were held in the Pyramid, 
the ministry of the Word of God was superb and her- 
alded by biblical expositors, such as Elder Sedgwick 
Daniels, Bishop Frank White, newly appointed Bishop, 
T. W. Johnson, Elder Derek Rimson, General Board 
Secretary, Bishop W. W. Hamilton, and many others. 


The ministry of music, under the direction of Professor 
Iris Stevenson, complemented the spiritual fervor of the 
nightly services. A special feature of this year’s music 
ministry was Evangelist Bettye Nelson who led “I 
Know Who Holds Tomorrow.” Commemorating the 
spiritual pandemonium experienced by all in atten- 
dance was the fitting proclamation of Bishop J. O. 
Patterson, “... Thank God the Glory is back!” 


As a testimony to the insightful leadership of Bishop 
G. E. Patterson, a special guest of the convention, 
Mayor Willie SOC Sto eee re ee nea ea oer ne 
Herenton 
recounted the 
influence of the 
presidium’s 


impact in minis- 
terial and political 
leadership by stat-% 
ing “...when (I) 
was elected mayor 
mm 19915 
Memphis had a 
blighted down- 
town and white Ay ‘ 
flight... Bishop Bishop G. E. Patterson 
G. E. Patterson Presiding Bishop 
has a great vision 

for our community and for COGIC.” Sharing the 
sentiments of Mayor Herenton, Kevin Cane, head of 
the Memphis Visitors Bureau welcomed the saints 
home and added “Bishop Patterson has a vision for the 
entire city of Memphis.... Three days after Bishop 
Patterson’s installation, (he) called and wanted to talk 
about hotel rates.” A murmur of appreciation rippled 
through the crowd. Cane further stated, “After some 
negotiation with your leaders, the hotel rates will go 
down 20% and be frozen for 3 years beginning in 
2002.” 


National Soul Winners President, Elder Bob Jackson, 
preached “Prayer Works.” Said Pastor Jackson - 
“Prayer is one of the most neglected things in the 
church.” He compared the ministry of prayer with the 
war against the Taliban and exhorted all in attendance 
to begin everything they do with prayer. 


The power of prayer is indeed working in and through 
the people of God. There is a special blessing that all 
saints realize when their children grow up and work in 
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the church that they love. And during the most evil 
attacks, the saints know where to turn. To that end, 
Karen and Drew Sheard’s forceful testimony of the 
delivering and healing power of Jesus Christ in the 
midst of Karen’s severe health crisis, which caused her 
physicians to throw up their hands, gave others hope. 
Superintendent Sheard recalled looking helplessly at his 
wife being wheeled to the operating room. “I followed 
my wife, bawling like a baby, but when I went into the 
hospital’s chapel with my family and prayed through to 
God, I received a peace that she would be all right.” 


General Board 
member, Bishop 
Leroy Anderson, 
presided Thursday 


morning. Asa 


father in the gospel, 
he shared many 

Sees words of wisdom 
“i with the saints. 
Bishop Anderson 
stated, “I want to 
encourage pastors 
and evangelists - it’s 
not the money or 
the land. Ask God 
to take us back to 
old time holiness.” 


Bishop LeRoy Anderson 
General Board Member 


He stated that as younger saints in ministry go out, 
they should “...teach the people the importance of the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. There is something to tar- 
rying at the altar,” he exclaimed. Encouraging the 
saints to “reach back for some of the old songs,” with a 
strong voice he began to sing “How did you feel when 
you came out of the wilderness?” 


After months of preparation, YPWW President, Elder 
Brandon Porter and YPWW Editor, Elder Jack 
Whitehead introduced the newly updated YPWW 
books. “Elder Whitehead and I have partnered to pres- 
ent relevant lessons for our YPWW Department,” said 


Elder Porter. 


Fridays are traditionally Women’s Day in the Holy 
Convocation and many workers labor untiringly to 
allow the spirit of excellence to move through the 
meetings. Evangelist Frances Kelley and Prayer 
Warriors ministered in what has become a “must 
attend” to begin any of the convocation days. Praying 
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and singing songs such as His Eye Is On The Sparrow, 
Lay Your Hand On Me - I Don’t Mind caused the spir- 
it to move mightily. Mother Mary Benjamin and her 
staff of five moved the women into place for the ses- 
sion. 


While Superintendent Darrell Hines, President of the 
COGIC Men‘s Conference, and facilitators reached out 
to men by addressing salient issues, (i.e., men’s health, 
investment strategies and family leadership), the 
women were being ministered to during special classes 
and sessions tailored to the unique needs of women. 


After the installation of new supervisors, the service was 
placed in the hands of Bishop G. E. Patterson. He stat- 
ed that, “the church has not always received her sons as 
maybe she should have.” He then welcomed Pastor 
Donnie McClurkin who sang the sermonic selection. 

“T stand here almost in tears,” Pastor McClurkin said, 
“because I am so happy to be here. I know you're 
probably tired of this song.” Donnie ministered to the 
people of God before First Assistant Bishop Charles E. 
Blake preached. 
Bishop Blake has 


a special heart for 


people. He also 
has a special pas- 
sion for the peo- 
ple of Africa, 
where he has 
traveled to minis- 
ter for many 
years. “By 2010, 
there will be 40 
million orphans | 
in Africa. 


Currently there _. a 
Bishop Charles E. Blake 
First Assistant Presiding Bishop 


are 22 million 
who are HIV 


positive.” 


He admonished the saints to be cognizant that we are 
some of the most influential people in the world. “Black 
people in the U. S. A. must be (their) primary advo- 
cates,” he said, “because we are the Josephs.” In his mes- 
sage, “Give God Something To Look Forward To,” 
(Joshua 14:10), Bishop Blake reminded the saints that 
God looks forward to: 


. our productivity; 
. our obedience; 
. our giving; 


. our walking by faith; 
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. our praise. 


LEADERS PROMOTE EDUCATION 


The Dinka people of the Sudan have a saying, “Why 
have you forgotten your pen?” which means, “Why 
arent you doing something with your education for our 
people?” Foremost in the Lord’s vision, through 
Presiding Bishop G. E. Patterson, is that training is a 
key strategy for the success of the Church of God in 
Christ's global mission. And convocation delegates 
always find plenty to enjoy as progress in this field is 
displayed through many venues. Dr. Lytia Howard and 
Mother Thelma Cotton always present inspirational 
sessions on Saturdays during the Sunshine Band and 
Purity hour. A seven year old preacher, from the 
Sunshine Band and twelve year old missionary - from 
the Purity Class, were two of the outstanding presenters 
in the 94th convocation. Hundreds of children in the 
parrot blue and white of the Purity Class and canary 
yellow of the Sunshine Band enjoyed their heritage on 
Saturday. 


(Dr. Howard and Mother Cotton ask all children and 
youth to wear their official attire of their auxiliaries 
during district, state and national activities. Please visit 
the COGIC website for more information on purchas- 
ing handbooks, audio and video tapes, official t-shirts, 
etc.) While children from around the country displayed 
their talents at Mason Temple, The Commission on 
Education’s First Fellowship Luncheon was being held 
at the Temple of Deliverance. Spiritual and education- 
al excellence were touted by the 

overflow crowd at the luncheon. 


In her greetings, Associate Education Commissioner, 
Dr. Valda Slack stated that she proudly remembers 
growing up as a COGIC kid and welcomes the oppor- 
tunity to work for the Lord through the COGIC. 
Pioneer educator, Dr. Mary Nell Hines, provided a 
wonderful history of educational initiatives. Seminary 
students Velvetta Fields and John Mason shared their 


positive experiences at the C. H. Mason Theological 
Seminary. Before presenting special awards, Dr. Alonzo 
Johnson, the COGIC Education Commissioner shared 
the Commission's State of Affairs. 


On Saturday night, the Thirty-Second Annual Church 
of God in Christ Scholarship Benefit Dinner, under the 
leadership of International Fine Arts President, Sara 
Jordan Powell, was held in the Memphis Grand 
Ballroom of the Peabody Hotel. The Charles Harrison 
Mason Foundation, parent organization for this annual 
event, exists for the purpose of providing the funds and 
guidance for deserving youth pursuing academic, cul- 
tural and spiritual excellence through higher education. 
Dr. Ailean Stingley is the newly appointed Chairperson 
of the Charles Harrison Mason Foundation. This year, 
Dr. Winifred Morris of Philadelphia, PA, served as 


‘Toastmistress at the aforementioned dinner. 


Evangelist Sara Jordan Powell, Executive Director of 
the James Oglethorpe Patterson, Sr., Fine Arts 
Department, presented the Fine Arts Finalists. First 
Place winner, Charis Price, a Junior at the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor, majoring in Music Education, 
received a $2,500.00 scholarship. Her brilliant cello 
performance received a standing ovation. Oklahoma 
State University Junior and Second Place winner, 
Angelsa Jones, a vocalist who delivered a powerful aria 
entitled “Se Florindo e Fedele,” received a $2,000.00 
scholarship. Third Place winner, Krystal Cotton 
Wagoner of Oklahoma, received a $1,500.00 scholar- 
ship. 


Other fine arts scholarships and general scholarships 
totaling more than $8,000.00 were issued. “We are 
grateful to Bishop G. E. Patterson for his strong 
endorsement and support of the academic pursuits of 
our youth,” said Evangelist Powell. “Our sincere 
thanks to all who have financially supported the schol- 
arship dinner activities. We deeply appreciate your gen- 
erosity, loyalty and kindnesses. Thank you for 
embracing our youth who are aspiring for excellence in 
spiritual and academic achievements.” 


FOUNDER’S DAY 
WAS POWERFUL! 


Convocation goers can vividly recall finding sanctuary 
through attending musicals with national recording 
artists, midnight revivals, and business meetings, but 
thousands made their way (before dawn!) to the cay- 
ernous Pyramid for the Founder’s Day Worship 
Services. 


International Sunday 
School : 
Superintendent Alton | 
Gatlin presided over 
“the greatest school in |= 
the world, the Sunday 
School.” He is assisted 
by the International 
Field Representative, 
Missionary Georgia 
Macklin Lowe; First 
Vice President, 
Superintendent 
Adams Edwards; and, | 
Second Vice 

President, Elder 
Robert Smith, Jr. 
Missionary Althea Sims, of California First, presented 
thought provoking skits to facilitate the Sunday School 
learning for the thousands who gathered. 


After having a wonderful Sunday School experience 
and hearing from former International Superintendent, 
Bishop Macklin, the saints’ expectation heightened as 
all waited to hear Presiding Bishop, G. E. Patterson. 
Second Assistant, Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, presided on 
Sunday. His articulation and knowledge of church 
protocol moved services along with a spirit of excel- 
lence. 


The General Board and Board of Bishops marched in 
amid a military honor guard as the C. H. Mason 
Memorial Choir sang “He Is More Than Enough.” 
During these festivities, a sweet spirit of unity entered 
the building, spurring the saints to begin to worship. 
Mother Carolyn Galbreath and other officials began to 
spontaneously embrace those around them, expressing 
their love for God and for one another. Bishop 


Dr . Maynard with the Presiding Bishop 


Patterson and the saints saw exciting realities. 


During his masterful introduction of the Presiding 
Bishop, Assistant Charles Blake extolled Patterson as a 
leader that “...everyone needs.” Blake endearingly 
declared the Chief Apostle as “...his pastor.” Bishop 
Patterson arose singing, “You Won't Leave Here Like 
You Came In Jesus Name.” He then embraced former 
Presiding Bishop C. D. Owens and said, “The church 


loves you Bishop Owens.” 


| Bishop Patterson declared 
| that, “The Church of God 
© in Christ is moving for- 

| ward. There are some 
‘things a leader must do 

© that will not be immedi- 

= ately understood.” He dis- 
closed that his decision 
and the generosity of the 
saints, during the convo- 
cation, more than offset 
the additional income that 
vendors would have pro- 


vided. 


The leader expressed his 
appreciation for the team 
that has assisted him in his new role as Presiding 
Bishop. He welcomed the roles of Bishops C. E. Blake, 
J. N. Haynes, and 
Chief of Staff, 
Bishop Jerry 
Maynard. His | 
message was, “It’s | 
time to recommit | 
to the Lord,” 
taken from Joshua| 
24:14 and 
Hebrews 10:19. 


The saints were 


challenged not to ¥ 
take their salva- 
tion experiences 
lightly. He 
thanked God for 
the blessings the Lord is giving to the younger minis- 
ters. However, he warned that the saints must beware 
when they think they have everything under control 
saying, “...We are glad that some own jets...but I don’t 


Bishop J. Neaul Haynes 
Second Assistiant Presiding Bishop 


like the arrogance I see cropping up.” 


During the articulation of his vision for the Church of SUPPORT 
God in Christ, he urged delegates to recommit to a 
holiness style of living. “...If you have stopped doing THE 


what you were doing when you first got saved, you 
have backslid and need to come and get prayer,” he 


said at the end of his message. CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


On Sund igh h f the church, Bish BOOK STO 

n Sunday night, another son of the church, Bishop 

Carlton Pearson, preached. He reminisced about grow- 285 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
| 
| 


ing up as a lad in the Church of God in Christ under MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 
the leadership of Bishop J. A. Blake before preaching a 


message entitled “Change.” On Monday morning, the (90 1) 525-4004 
service of Holy Communion was held. Bishop 
Chandler D. Owens delivered a powerful message on 


the importance of the sacrament. The 2001 Annual 


A ORCH Op 


aN 


Holy Convocation closed on Tuesday, November 13th, 


following the last session of the General Assembly. 


By Glenda Williams Goodson 


FOR ALL YOUR 
CHURCH’S 
STEWARDSHIP 
AND 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 


HOURS 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 


10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY 


While the national mood is moving toward staying at 
home, the Church of God in Christ has renewed its 
thrust to improve the lives of saints and others around 
the world. When Bishop Carlos Moody traveled to 
South Africa in 1987, he discovered that there had 
been Churches of God in Christ in this country since 
1952. World Missions Day during the 94th 
Convocation began with a sobering message by South 
African Elder J. April of South Africa who asked, "Can 
We Make an Impact?" (Isaiah 42:8, Mark 10:45, Isaiah 
14:2, Matthew 20:21). He said that in the church 
of God there is no room for glory seekers or 


He praised God that "He has in His wisdom given 
Panama a destiny." The COGIC is the “spring point" | 


to penetrate South America. 


The Church of God in Christ in Cuba, reunited with 
her headquarters parent, now has thirty churches, 
according to Bishop Garcia of Cuba. "For more than 
40 years I (have worked) in the Church of God in 
Christ," he said. In 1987 Bishop Moody arrived in 
Cuba with a work team. "We now have thirty-one 


~._ churches, a home for the aged and we are try- 


Be ee ere 


peer Hae a 


ing to feed the children. Maday, my 


glory takers and admonished the saints to y — ECHOES : _ daughter, is the Supervisor. Our 


"act out the character traits of a servant 


country has special issues...we need 


and be different." FROM your prayers." It was Sister 


_ Maday's first time in Memphis. 


In the evening services, Bishop A Shecad through her inter- 
Moody thanked God for His Vice WORLD 


preter, "It's a joy to be with 


President, Elder J. W. Denny who MISSIONS’ Bishop Moody and the Church 


has worked with him since 1976. 


of God in Christ." The youth 


Moody welcomed Elder Bobby D AY of our church also have an 


Henderson as a new Vice President. 


opportunity to serve in the for- 


He then gave his testimony of healing. Wscign field through the sacrificial 
"It's been a year of miracles," he said. OBSERVAN CE 


Bishop Moody stated that he was home one 
day sitting at his desk when suddenly, "I 


felt an electric shock. God didn't give me a stroke so = 


told the devil 'loose me!'. ". Doctors found that he had 
a hole in his heart. It took surgery to repair it. 
However, he said that since the operation, doctors have 
been amazed that he has experienced minimal pain. 


For this he gives God all the glory! 


Elder Denny presented Bishop Samuel Moore along 
with Supervisor Lee Van Zandt and three pastors who 
journeyed from Brazil. Said Elder Denny, "In Brazil 
(the COGIC) has people but no churches." He added 


that the Missions Department is working there. 


He also presented two pastors from Mexico where there 
are presently fifty Churches of God in Christ. One 
woman who could not speak English but only Spanish 
began to speak in tongues in English saying "My will 
(is) to live for you!" Pastor Juan Foster of Panama 


interpreted for the Spanish-speaking delegates. 
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work of Dr. June Rivers, Youth on a 
Mission (YOAM) President. Dr. 
Rivers traveled to Chile and Brazil in 2000. 


While mlennete @elenennicd whiBishapibnis 


Segura of Santiago- the first contact by the parent body 
with Chile in 30 years since Bishop R. E. Fidler visited 
the country and consecrated him as Bishop. His wife, 
secretary and youth president accompanied him to the 
convocation. "I stayed with the COGIC since 1971. I 
thank God I am almost 90 years old and have been 
preaching since the 1940s...I am very grateful to pres- 
ent the Chilean delegation. Dr. Rivers and her hus- 
band Chuck along with 70 delegates came to Chile and 
stayed for 10 days." Bishop Segura also has over 15 
COGIC pastors in Paraguay and 11 COGIC pastors in 
Argentina. 


Bishop Nehemiah from Liberia brought a delegation of 
three from the sixty churches located in Liberia. He 
reported that "We have established three different mis- 
sion stations. Since 1989 the civil war destroyed 
almost all of the churches. By the grace of God we are 
beginning to reconstruct." Funds provided by Bishop 


Moody reconstructed his home and Elder Harvious 
Green, Southwest Michigan 2nd of Detroit, has given 
them $50,000. "There are four churches now under 
reconstruction. Dr. June Rivers and YOAM worked on 
buildings destroyed by war." YOAM also sent $12,000 
to the children. 


Sister Parker spoke from South Africa. "Bishop Moody 


dedicated a brand new church built from the ground." . 


The sixty nine churches located in South Africa are 
working with dying AIDS patients at the AIDS center 
established by Bishop Moody. 


Dr. June Rivers appealed to young people to join the 
COGIC Youth on a Mission. "They can support med- 
ical teams such as the one that treated 1200 persons in 
Liberia with $30,000." Young people in Chile were 
part of Praise in the Park where 500 people heard the 
word of the Lord. Approximately 50 gave their hearts 
to Jesus. "YOAM will go to North Dakota in 2002 to 
work with Native Americans on the reservations." She 
urged parents to allow their youth to experience serving 
others. 


The representative of the Philippines said, "Bishop 
Willis came in 1971. In 1989 Bishop Moody came 
and was surprised to see seven COGICs in the 
Philippines." Most churches in that country are 
Roman Catholic but the Church of God in Christ is 
now represented with a Bible college. He thanked God 
for the former Presiding Bishop C. D. Owens for the 
churches he began and praised God for Bishop G. E. 
Patterson for allowing the churches to continue their 
growth. 


Pioneer foreign missionary Mother Mary Elizabeth 
Kennedy told the saints that "in the Republic of the 
Congo some of the saints are eating only 2-3 meals a 
week but they're holding on." Elder Green is build- 
ing an orphanage in the Congo and Superintendent 
Gatlin has pledged to build the other. Bishop William 
Grant and Supervisor Johnnie Dawson of the Bahamas 
were two of the many foreign delegates attending. Said 
Supervisor Dawson, "Our main focus is to relieve the 
churches in the Bahamas that are really suffering." 


Delegates from the Dominican Republic stood and 
briefly greeted their mainland brothers and sisters. In a 
very moving report, Elder Bobby Henderson shared 
how he traveled to Kenya with Bishop C. E. Blake and 


Bishop Charles Brown. "Over 1000 people were saved 
in 12 days. Eight deaf mutes were instantly healed," he 
said and added that crowds up to 30,000 attended the 


crusades. 


With 50 active chaplains, the COGIC is also well rep- 
resented in the Armed Services, VA hospitals, prisons 
and foreign countries. Bishop John Little, is the 
Endorser for COGIC in Military and Institutional 
Chaplaincy. The department was well represented dur- 
ing the 2001 Convocation. 


Administrative Assistant to Bishop Little, Samuel 
Morgan (Navy) has recently retired after 35 years of 
service and says, "... The chaplaincy is very rewarding." 
The first COGIC chaplain was a female and Major 
Marva Cromartie (Army) finds that inspirational. 
"Serving as a chaplain is very rewarding. We (females) 
are able to minister and identify with other women. 
We bring a motherly concern," she said. Lt. Tagore 
Jenkins, Sr. (Navy) agrees. "My wife and I are both 
chaplains and I enjoy what I do!" Among the chaplains 
attending were Major Marva Cromartie (Air Force), 
Captain Shun Neyland (Air Force), Lt. Cassandra 
Johnson (Navy), Captain Clyde Dyson (Air Force), Lt. 
Col. Barbara Y. Williams (Air Force), Dr. Milton E. 
Rochford (Institutional), Major Jennifer Johnson 
(Army National Guard chaplain candidate), 
Commander Melody Goodwin (Navy), Major Steve 
Jordan (Army), Major Cruell (Army), Chaplain Janet 
L. Jenkins (Institutional Chaplaincy). 


The Missions Service ended with a wonderful testimo- 
ny from Evangelist Lisa Smith who had long been on 
crack cocaine. Evangelist Smith proclaimed that she 
"didn't take 12 steps -I took one step and that was to 
Jesus... 


By Glenda Goodson 


The Whole Truth interviews Dr. Frederick Ware, 


Academic Dean of All Saints Bible College 


Whole Truth: Thank you for taking time out of your 
busy schedule to give insight into your plans and projec- 
tions of this new initiative given by our Presiding Bishop 
G. E. Patterson - the opening of the All Saints Bible 
College (ASBC). How did ASBC get started? 


Dean Ware: In 1971, Presiding Bishop J. O. Patterson 
envisioned and appointed Dr. A. J. Hines to the task of 
developing a system of Bible Colleges throughout the 
Church of God in Christ adhering to a uniform cur- 
riculum. After a successful pilot program in 1972 and 
subsequent ratification of the System by the General 
Assembly of the Church of God in Christ in the same 
year, the C. H. Mason System of Bible Colleges became 
an official component of the Department of Education 
of the Church of God in Christ. The C. H. Mason Bible 
College of Memphis was launched in 1973 in the 
Headquarters Jurisdiction. Upon the creation of 
Tennessee 4th and Tennessee 5th, each of these jurisdic- 
tions operated its own Bible College in Memphis. In 
1998, the Bible Colleges of Headquarters, Tennessee 4th 
and Tennessee 5th Jurisdictions merged to form again 
one C. H. Mason Bible College of Memphis. In 
September 2001, the C. H. Mason Bible College of 
Memphis began reorganization for All Saints Bible 
College of the Church of God in Christ. 


Whole Truth: Tell us exactly what ASBC is and what 


types of degrees will be offered to its constituents. 


Dean Ware: All Saints Bible College (ASBC) is an 
undergraduate institution that offers Certificates of 
Theology, Associate and Bachelor of Religious Studies 
Degrees. ASBC offers a well-rounded body of courses 
fundamental to any biblically-based, liberal arts academ- 
ic program. The curriculum includes general studies, 
biblical and theological studies, _ practical, 
skills-oriented classes, and Holiness-Pentecostal studies. 
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Whole Truth: What is the mission of ASBC? 


Dean Ware: All Saints Bible College unapologetically 
and unequivocally proclaims the Holiness-Pentecostal 
call for Christian living and the exercise and impartation 
of Spiritual Gifts to the Body of Christ. The mission of 
All Saints Bible College is to foster Spiritual Renewal in 
the world and to equip men and women for ministry 
and service in church and society. All courses and pro- 
grams are designed to demonstrate the relationship 
between genuine spirituality and rigorous intellectual 
pursuit. 


Whole Truth: Can you share some of your Academic 
projections with our readers? 


Dean Ware: Yes, All Saints Bible College offers 
Certificates of Theology and Associate of Theology 
degrees. Seventy-seven percent of students are enrolled 
in the Certificate program. The remaining 23% are 
enrolled in the Associates program. The curriculum 
offers a well-rounded body of courses that are funda- 
mental to any biblically-based academic program, 
including Theological Education, General Studies, 
Practical/Skills Instruction, and Holiness-Pentecostal 
Studies. The efforts of All Saints Bible College are 
focused on serving the on-site student population. 
Distance Learning (via Correspondence or on-line) is 
not available at this time, although preparations are 
being made for this. 


Whole Truth: When will ASBC be officially opening 
and what are some of the exciting things that are cur- 
rently taking place in the implementation of this 
tremendous endeavor? 


Dean Ware: All Saints Bible College will officially 
open in the Fall of 2002. However, we are presently 
serving approximately 100 students in the Greater 


Memphis Area, that is, persons living within a 70-mile 
radius of the campus. 


Whole Truth: Is All Saints Bible College limited to 
only members of the Church of God in Christ? 


Dean Ware: The College serves persons of all genders, 
races, ethnic groups, economic classes and denomina- 
tional backgrounds. In addition to serving COGIC 
members, we are serving persons from other denomina- 
tions. Our non-COGIC students make up about 1/4 
of our student body. 


Whole Truth: What are some of your preliminary 
plans during the beginning days of ASBC? 


Dean Ware: All Saints Bible College is 
seeking accreditation from agencies 
affiliated with the U.S. Department of 
Education and the Commission on 
Colleges and modeled after the stan- 
dards proposed by the Council on 
Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA). Agencies of this kind include: 
the International Christian Accrediting 
Agency (ICAA); Oral Roberts 
University Educational Fellowship, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma; the Accrediting 
Association of Bible Colleges (AABC), 
Orlando, Florida; Trans-National 
Association of Christian Colleges and 
Schools (TRACS), Forest, Virginia; and 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS), Decatur, Georgia. The process of accredita- 
tion is currently underway and, at this stage, involves 
the complete reorganization of the curriculum and 
structure of the C.H. Mason Bible College of 
Memphis. Our plans now are to continue organization 
that will qualify us for accreditation through major 
accrediting associations. This organization consists of 
establishing academic policies and procedures consis- 
tent with our mission as an educational institution of 
the COGIC; satisfying state and local laws pertaining 
to business and educational operation in Memphis, 
Shelby County, and Tennessee; establishing a new 
records system and converting old records into a new 
format that allows interconnected use of materials 


throughout the Bible College. 


Of special emphases in Spring 2002 are the completion 


of the Academic Catalogue, the Student Handbook, 
and Faculty Handbook. Our goal is to have the 
Academic Catalogue available for distribution and 
mailing in March 2002. From now until mid- 
February, the Curriculum Committee will be working 
on the Academic Catalogue. 


Whole Truth: Tell us about your current faculty and 


the current student body enrollment. 


Dean Ware: The seven (7) members of the faculty 
hold masters and doctorate level degrees from 
Memphis Theological Seminary, McCormick 
Theological Seminary, University of Memphis, 

University of Pittsburgh, and Vanderbilt 
University. 


The Fall 2001 class enrollment of 100 stu- 
dents from the Tri-State area represents 
nine denominations. The largest segment 
(78%) of the student body is from the 
Church of God in Christ. The remaining 
22% are persons from Baptist (National, 
Missionary, Full Gospel, and Freewill), 
Methodist (AME & CME), and 
Independent Apostolic, Deliverance, and 
Pentecostal churches. In terms of gender, 
57% are male and 43% are female. 


Whole Truth: Where are the current on 
site facilities housed for ASBC? 


Dean Ware: Office and classrooms of All Saints Bible 
College are housed in the Educational Building of 
Temple of Deliverance (Whitehaven location) until 
renovations at the Mason Temple complex (on Mason 
Street in Memphis, Tenn.) are completed. 


Whole Truth: What documents are available for juris- 
dictions that are preparing men and women for licen- 


sure in the Church of God in Christ? 


Dean Ware: In January 2002, at the Leadership 
Conference, the Commission on Education (COE) 
issued a publication for use for Jurisdictional Licensing 
and Ordination classes. The 10-Course Licensing and 
Ordination program proposed by the COE will bring 
uniformity of training throughout the COGIC as well 
as make available academic materials written by and for 


COGIC members. In the past, and still now, COGIC 
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members have relied on materials produced by scholars 
from other denominations. The situation has now 
changed. The COGIC today has scholars within its 


own membership. 


Whole Truth: How exciting! This initiative will allow 
pastors and leaders throughout our constituency to train 
and guide up and coming elders, missionaries and laity 
with materials that are tailored to our denomination 
with emphasis on the doctrine and theology of the 
Church of God in Christ. If a student is not a resident 
of the immediate Memphis or Tennessee area and wants 
to take courses via internet or correspondence, what 
types of programs will be available? 


Dean Ware: We have several programs that will be avail- 
able to students who are interested in correspondence 
courses or internet matriculation. We have several types 
of Accelerated Studies programs: ACCELERATED 
MONTHLY RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM (AMRP) 
and the ACCELERATED WEEKEND COMMUTER 
PROGRAM (AWCP). The AMRP is an intensive one- 
week per month program that is designed to serve the 
needs of persons who desire to work on degrees without 
being in residence full-time. Courses will be taken for 
regular academic credit. The AWCP program offers 
intensive courses on Friday evenings and on Saturday. 
Courses will be taken for regular academic credit. Our 
innovative approach to educating our constituency is 
through the former C. H. Mason Systems of Bible 
Colleges now named the C. H. Mason Jurisdictional 
Institute (CHMJI). The CHMJI is offered on a 
Jurisdictional level where courses can be taken online, or 
by audio and video. This allows All Saints Bible College 
to offer courses throughout the world. Students may 
register directly as correspondence students or enroll 
through their Jurisdictional Institutes. We have 


CHMJI’s throughout the United States. 


Whole Truth: How do students communicate with fac- 
ulty through these innovative programs? 


Dean Ware: Students communicate directly with facul- 
ty members regarding course requirements and grading 
via internet. Cluster groups of students are also available 
for additional instruction from local faculty as needed. 


Whole Truth: If pastors or laity have any additional 
questions or wish to secure a catalog of information 
about ASBC, what numbers and persons can they con- 
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tact to gain this information? 

Dean Ware: People are welcome to call our general 
information numbers and speak directly to our division 
directors. 

Whole Truth: Thank you for this invaluable interview. 


We look forward to your continued success. 


By Eucretia Walker-Johnson 


FOR 
MORE 
INFORMATION 


(901) 332-4012 


Recruit For THE KINGDOM 


Ts thousands of COGIC women adorned in white 
attire (symbolizing purity), the Women’s Day Services of 
the Holy Convocation are a time of reflection, spiritual 
communion, fellowship, and a spiritual retreat. What 
awaits many delegates at home - such as the juggling of 
family, ministry and work - is placed in perspective by 
the teaching of holiness ideals identified with the 
Pentecostal giant auxiliary of America’s largest 
Pentecostal church, the COGIC Women’s Department. 
God has chosen a skilled leader for the task of training, 
guiding and preparing 21st century women in the tenets 
of holiness, service and commitment in Mother Willie 
Mae Rivers, the International Supervisor of the 
Department of Women. The sweet aroma of prayer and 
sacrifice that bespeaks the annual preparation for the 
International Holy Convocation set the stage for the 
spiritual explosion and powerful presence of the Spirit of 
God that permeated the auditorium Women’s Day. Her 
support staff of Executive Women, led by Assistant 
General Supervisor Mother Elizabeth Nash and Mother 
Gertrude Young, stand solidly with Mother Rivers to 
build a platform for their leader to convey the message 
of excellence that God requires of each woman of sanc- 
tification. Their knowledge and years of experience are 
evidenced by the spiritually efficient operation of these 
special and sacred services. 


Along with the spirit of excellence in service, the women 
of the COGIC are encouraged to allow the Spirit of God 
to minister as He wills. The Holy Ghost manifested 
Himself with such power that the elegant and always 
appropriate International Marshal, Supervisor Barbara 
McCoo Lewis, heralded the move of God as she 
expressed, “I thank God, Mother Rivers, for your lead- 
ership in prayer!” The Spirit of the Lord moved upon 
her to lead worshippers in praise and adoration. The 
house quieted as the Lord began to use her to prophesy 
and to give the interpretation of the tongues as the glory 
of the Lord shook the room. “It’s in the Yes, Lord, it’s in 
the Praise!” she shouted. 


As the beautiful first lady of the Church of God in 
Christ, Mother Louise Patterson, greeted the women, 
she expressed, “I always enjoy the convocation. 


Mother Shaw told me 
that no one can ‘start’ 
God and no one can 


‘stop Him. It’s up to us 
to wait on God and be 


happy! 


» 


ae Mother Willie M. Rivers 
The same spiritual fervor 


rested in the building as 

Mother Emily Bram- Bibby, a legendary COGIC evan- 
gelist for 72 years, expedited the offering. She says she 
has ‘a right’ to praise God. “I was in California with 
Mother Nash; my mouth twisted and my face dropped. 
But Mother Nash laid hands on me and the Lord 
touched my body,” she said before singing a verse of 
the song she has made her own, “One Day at a Time.” 
Supervisors Olive Brown, Stella Watson and Helen 
Massey assisted her in the ministry of giving. 


The women of the Church of God in Christ rank among 
the most skilled and intelligent individuals in the world. 
Following in the steps of her able leaders, Dr. Juliete 
White, Assistant International Marshal, assisted with the 
officiating of the services. Mother Elizabeth Nash is a 
woman who exudes confidence and elan in every setting. 
She was proud to introduce Mother Rivers. She vividly 
recalled that the two “used to be roommates in the 
Women’s Convention.” Before Mother Rivers spoke, 
Evangelist Karen Clark Sheard sang “I Won't Complain” 
with such a sweet anointing that the women were drawn 
to their feet. 


The beloved leader of women, Mother Willie Mae 
Rivers, approached the podium singing the song given 
to her at 3:00 a.m. by the Lord: “They belong to God, 
All the glory, the honor, the praises, all things, they 
belong to God.” She did an outstanding job as she 
directed her daughters to seek more of God. “You need 
the power of the Holy Ghost,” she said. 


Her annual address was taken from the Women’s Day 
theme, “Recruiting and Training Believers for Effective 
Ministry,” with the scriptural support of Ephesians 4:\1- 
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12. Mother Rivers masterfully urged the delegates to 
take heed to the times in which we live; to become mas- 
ter soul winners (recruiters) and to actively (recruit) 
souls for the kingdom. According to Mother Rivers, a 
strong recruit exhibits the following characteristics: 


She must be a good observer. __ 
She must get to know people. _ 
She must be productive. 
She must possess the ability to encourage 

others to join the body of believers as Christians. 

Her presentation should be tailored.... 
___ She must demonstrate good interviewing skills. 
_ She must demonstrate enthusiasm about what she does. 


Mother Rivers reiterated that all recruits and believers 
need the power of the Holy Ghost so they can share their 
faith in the living God during these perilous times. 


) 


By Glenda Goodson 
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COGIC MEMBER SERVICES 


COGIC Member Services, Inc. (CMSI) is a vision of 
Presiding Bishop G. E. Patterson. Its purpose is to pro- 
vide exemplary benefits and services to members of 


COGIG, 


From CMSI comes COGIC Iravel Services, (CTS). 
CTS has been developed to consolidate our convention 
and church related travel. Through this consolidation 
effort, our membership will receive travel discounts such 
as negotiated airfare discounts, car rental discounts, 
hotel discounts and group-buying discounts. 


Mrs. Patricia Jefferson, an experienced travel specialist 
and member of the COGIC, will be leading efforts at 
CTS. She and the entire group which services COGIC 
members will strive to make their clients’ travel plans 
perfect each and every time they select CTS. 


CMSI was able to secure a corporate sponsorship of 
$20,000.00 from Quaker Oats for the January 2002 
Annual Leadership Conference that was held in 
Indianapolis. Among CMSI’s stated objectives is to pro- 
vide financial impetus to the many outstanding and pro- 
gressive national church programs of our Presiding 


Bishop and General Board. 


CMSI’s CEO, Attorney Jerry Maynard II, explains, “I 
believe COGIC’s mandate and Bishop Patterson’s vision 
from God to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, house 
the homeless and teach spiritual (moral) values to the old 
and young are easier to fulfill when socially responsible 
corporations, such as Quaker Oats, provide support of 
our programs.” 


Another new initiative of CMSI is the internet web- 
site development opportunity for all local churches and 
jurisdictions. CMSI is now offering all COGIC min- 
istries, at a lower than standard price, Website design 
and development services. Websites will provide min- 
istries with national exposure and visibility. The public 
will have instant access to their ministries and programs. 
For more information, contact CMSI at (615) 342- 
0151. 


We encourage your support of this effort, as greater dis- 


counts will be secured as business volumes increase. 


GROUP AND CONVENTION 
"FRAVEL SERVICES 


COGIC Specific Tour & Cruise Offerings 
Negotiated Airline Fare Discounts 


Lower Fare Ticket Reissuance 
Negotiated Car Rental 
Retreat Planning 
Arrival/Departure Manifests 
Trip Insurance 
Proven Negotiation Excellence 


BUSINESS 


TRAVEL SERVICES 


Guaranteed Lowest Logical Airfare 
International Consolidator Fares 
International Rate Desk 
Saturday Night Stay Savings 
Lower Fare Ticket Reissuance 
Continual Search for Savings 
Advance Seat Assignments 
Electronic Ticketing Option 
Corporate and Individual Profiles 
Assistance with Lost Tickets, 
Refunds and Cancellations 
Worldwide Select Hotel Program - 
Provides Discounts of up to 60% 
Off Standard Corporate Rates 


HANA Car Rental Program - Savings and Value-Added 


Programs with Car 
Rental Companies 
24-Hour Emergency Travel Service 
Worldwide Customer Care at over 1700 Offices 
in 120 Countries 
Specialized Services for International Travelers 
(Passport/VISA) 
AERO/Thoroughfare State-of-the-art 
Quality Control Program 
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Vacation Packages At Discounted Rates 
Cruise and Tour Packages At Discounted Rates 
Leisure Travel Discounts through Preferred Vendors 
Lower Fare Ticket Reissuance 
Computerized Mapping 
City and Country Informational Reporting 
Travelers Cheques 
Gift Cheques 
Cruise and Tour Travel Specialists 
Trip Insurance 


Also, Providing: 
Management and! Consulting Information 


COGIC TRAVEL SERVICES: 
360) East Beltlinem, NE, Suite 100, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506, 


www: COGICTRAVELS.com:, 
(Toll| Free Line) 
1-866-44-COGIC 


1-866-442-6442 
619-940-7074 - Fax 
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Endorsed by: 


Bishop Charles Blake, 
First Assistant 
to the Presiding Bishop 


Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush, 
Assistant Secretary 


Attorney Jerry L. Maynard, Il, 
CEO, 
CMSI 


Dr. Sedgwick Daniels, 
Board Member 


FAMILY MATTERS 
AND THE 
CHURCH FAMILY 


I recently enrolled in a seminary course in 


Advanced Christian Apologetics. For those 


OQ. unfamiliar with the term apologetics, it is 

a : the practice of defending or explaining the 

| _ basic tenets of the Christian faith. Biblically 
: T _ it is founded in the Scriptural mandate of I 
: Peter 3:15b, ". . . Be ready always to give an 
: i answer to every man that asks you a reason 
T of the hope that is in you, with meekness 
_and fear." 


While pursuing the skills involved in analyz- 
ing and appreciating my belief system (The 
Bible) and my practice of it through the 
Church of God in Christ, I became con- 
cerned about a parallel matter. My concern 
_ was the number of Christians who buy into 
whatever is popular, in almost anything, 
regardless of its conflict with their "testimo- 
: ny" of being saved, sanctified and filled with 
~ the Holy Ghost and the mighty burning fire. 
Case in point is the recent release of the 
7 "Harry Potter" movie. Actually my concern 
__ arose long before the movie. The book by the 
same name created an all out frenzy and sheer 
madness upon its debut release in 1997. 
Written by Joanne Kathleen Rowling, a 
British author, it has broken numerous pub- 
lishing records with sales in excess of $200 
million. It has become a series of books along 
with other Harry Potter "ware," i.e., toys, 


clothing, candy, games, etc. 
"Pottermania’ began with Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone, which was later shortened to Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (for the American mar- 
ket) and has now expanded to three other versions of this 
fiction. All of the titles of these books contain symbols 
that are highly aligned with witchcraft: Harry Potter 
and the Chamber of Secrets, Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban, and Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fires 
Introducing Harry Potter... 

What is my concern? 


Am I just another Christian fanatic trying to find some- 
thing wrong with everything that comes along? 
Absolutely not! In fact, I prayerfully struggled with the 
very idea of mentioning it in this publication for fear of 
giving too much credence to the "Potter" mystique. My 
concern is that the Saints are not deceived by the "hype" 
associated with the tool of the enemy of God. 


Who is Harry Potter? 

He is a fictional character who attends a vocational train- 
ing institution for wizards. Each book features some 
aspect of his experiences in his training for the vocation 
of wizardry. According to a scholarly review of Harry 
Potter by Dr. Larry Spargimino, Christian Apologist, the 
first book introduces the main characters of the series. 
The series begins in the home of Vernon Dursley. His 
wife, Petunia, and their newborn son, Dudley, are part of 
this family. Although they view themselves as normal, 
they have serious character flaws. Petunia's sister, Lily 
Potter, is a witch and her husband, James Potter, is a wiz- 
ard. Their one-year old son Harry also has magical pow- 
ers. 


As the story unfolds, the evil Lord Voldemort, who is a 
terror to everyone, kills James and Lily Potter. However, 
Lord Voldemort fails in his attempt to kill little Harry. 
The only wound young Harry suffers is a scar that 
resembles a bolt of lightning on his forehead. In her 
study of symbols and their meanings, Berit Kjos, 
Christian researcher says, in many children's toys, the 
lightning bolt represents supernatural power. 


Another practice of the occult represented in the Potter 
material is palmistry. This is a pseudoscience that is 
based on reading the lines and markings of a person's 
hand. This is mentioned in connection with the reading 
of tea leaves and interpreting various omens. In the 
story, fire omens are read as the occultist gazes at the 
movement of the flames while throwing leaves, twigs or 
incense into the fire. The changes in the resultant colors 
are interpreted as predicting things to come. 


The series also has other strange and frightening images. 
There is the Grim, a death omen in the form of a large 
black dog seen stalking Harry. In the northern 
European folklore, grim refers to a death spirit that asso- 
ciates with humanity and human places of habit. 
Church grims, according to Dr. Spargimino, haunt 
churches and graveyards. Jesus said, "And fear not them 


which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 


17 TWIT 


rather fear Him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in 
hell" (Matthew 10:28). This mate- 
rial lures children to fear (almost 
reverently) the wrong and evil 
things rather than reverence and fear 


God. 


In the author's own words, her 
books are about power and how 
children can manipulate demonic 
forces by the power of witchcraft . 
The books teach children how to 
use techniques, forbidden in the 
Word of God, to accomplish their 
objectives and to get what they want 
out of life. To the contrary, the 
Bible teaches "But my God shall 
supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 4:19). 


Now This is Really Scary: 


That "Pottermania" has infiltrated 
the public school system of this 
country is not a secret at all. Many 
teachers read these tales to young, 
impressionable children. Seldom if 
ever are they or their parents asked if 
they object. Of course this fits right 
in with the advertising strategy of 
the publisher. However, and more 
importantly, it fits into the strategy 
of the spirit of the Anti-Christ 
which according to the Word of 
God is already in the world. The 
shameless goal of secular humanists 
to indoctrinate American school 
children and to steal them away 
from "the faith of their fathers" is 
obvious from the following quota- 
tion from the Humanist magazine 


(January/February, 1983): 


"I am convinced that the battle for 
humankind's future must be waged 
and won in the public school class- 
room by teachers who correctly per- 
ceive their role as the proselytizers of 
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a new faith .. .. These teachers must 
embody the same selfless dedication 
as the most rabid fundamentalist 
preachers, for they will be ministers 
of another sort, utilizing a classroom 
instead of a pulpit to convey 
humanist values in whatever sub- 
jects they teach, regardless of the 
education level - preschool, day care, 


or large state university." 


public school system. .. 


eais Se Peas Sian ee ot CSR 


Sadly enough this Potter phenome- 
non has been endorsed by such 
Christian influences as Chuck 
Colson, on his November 2, 1999 
radio broadcast, Breakpoint, and 
Christianity Today in the January 
10, 2000 issue entitled "Why We 
Like Harry Potter." As a parent and 
grandparent, I am concerned. I am 
concerned that silence among 
Christians who "buy-in" to the idea 
that witchcraft is just innocent fun, 
is becoming the norm. The basic 
premise of "Potterism" is that it 
My 
contention with this is why not fol- 
low the scriptural directive from 
Philippians 4:8: "Finally, brethren, 


whatsoever things are true, whatso- 


stimulates the imagination. 


ever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these 
things." 


As a developmental specialist, edu- 
cator and psychometrist, I am fully 
aware that there is a normal phase of 
human development in which 
young children begin to differenti- 
ate between fantasy and reality. 
However, left unguided, that differ- 
entiation could also lead to the 


acceptance of the fantasy as a basis 
for future distortion of Biblical 
truths. 
begin to teach children about walk- 
ing in the Spirit, it may lessen the 
importance of that truth as it has 
been distorted with the pseudo- 
power of the demonic spirit world. 


That is to say, when we 


As a pastor and Christian, my final 
point is this: Christians, please scru- 
tinize what your children are read- 
ing and viewing. Do not assume 
because it has a (G or PG) rating 
that it is all right. Neither should 
you relax because the material was 
offered by the teacher at school 
(whether Christian 
school). Do not get caught up in 
the hype of "everybody is doing it, 
therefore it must be okay." The cul- 
ture of the world has a subtle way of 


public or 


desensitizing people to evil. As 
Saints of God, we have an obliga- 
tion to not fall prey to such wiles of 
the devil. Further, we are admon- 
ished by Apostle Paul, as he wrote to 
the church in Ephesus, "And have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them . . . (Ephesians 5:11). 


Please 
email 
your 
com- 
ments or 
ques- 
tions to 
my new 
email 


address: | 


coby6491@hotmail.com. 


Spargimino, Larry, "Parents Beware: Harry Potter is 
More Than Entertainment", Southwest Radio Church 
Ministries, Bethany, Oklahoma. (For Copies: Write 
P.O. Box 100, Bethany, Oklahoma 73008) 
www.crossroad.to/Books/Symbols.html. 


ibid., Ibid., p. 6, ibid. 


The Columbine High School shootings, the bombing 
of the F Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, 
and the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001, were 
traumatic events which shook the nation. Adults as 
well as children and adolescents all had difficulty cop- 
ing in the wake of these horrific events. We 
should remember that not all traumatic hap- 
penings receive the amount of media coverage 
as these events. Families throughout the nation 
experience loss and tragedy daily - through ter- 
rible automobile crashes, fires, shootings and 
other acts of violence, and accidents - which 


escape media attention. 


Nonetheless, the shock, anger, anxiety and sad- 
ness experienced by those affected by these tragedies are 
just as real, just as devastating and just as life-altering 


for adults and more so for children and youth. 


Following the Oklahoma City bombing, the 
American Psychological Association (APA) produced 
and distributed materials to teachers and parents to 
assist in minimizing the trauma and distress of chil- 
dren. These same guidelines can be helpful with chil- 
dren and youth traumatized by personal or local events, 


as well as national tragedies. 


If they have been subject to prior traumas, children and 
youth may relive those previous events. 


It is important to understand common reactions in 
children. These often differ according to the age and 
conceptual skills of children. 


Young children may tend to: 

avoid pre-school or daycare or display separa- 
ion anxiety; 

complain more about minor bodily aches 

nd problems; 

frequently replay the traumatic events;express 
nger primitvely through destructive behay- 
ors or verbalized feelings of hate. 


They want to be reassured that their own 
homes, parents and communities are safe. It 
is very important to watch what you say within the 
hearing of young children. While even adults have 
deep fears and feelings about tragic events and the 
future, young children have strong needs for security. 
They need to feel that the adults around them are con- 
fident about their security and their future, as well. 
Recommendations involve keeping routines as normal 
as possible. Make sure your child is eating and sleeping 
well. Avoid unnecessary separations from care-givers 
and try to provide relaxing activities. Be more patient 
with your child. Take this time to let your child know 


Children and adolescents can display increased moodi- 
ness, irritability, and restlessness. Some will display 
shock and denial. Like many adults, they may become 
distracted or preoccupied with the past and ongoing 
events. Anxiety may be displayed by restlessness, over- 
reacting, being easily startled, nightmares or difficulty 
sleeping. Children and youth may become concerned or 
preoccupied with questions and fears about death or 


dying. 


that you love him or her. 


Parents of elementary school-aged children should 
place limits on the amount of exposure to the news and 
other programs about the tragic events. Keep the expo- 
sures brief. Be with your children and available to talk 
to them about the events. Use language your children 
will understand. Again, it is important to let your chil- 
dren know that you love them and to be more patient, 


especially if your children are having difficulty coping 
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with the trauma. 

Elementary school-aged children generally demona- 
trate: 

“worries and fears about their safety; 

“worries and fears about the safety of their parents and 
teachers; 

“worries and fears about the safety of others in their 
immediate environemnt. 


Adolescents may have difficulty dealing with strong 
feelings that are understandably aroused by the cruelty 
of the events. They may struggle to understand and 
cope with feelings of revenge and may relive the events 
by becoming preoccupied with gruesome details. Since 
adolescents are in the process of forming identifica- 
tions, there may be even greater difficulty in accepting 
and trusting people who are different from them. 

With adolescents, you may also find temporary set- 
backs in behavior or maturity. While these are not 
uncommon among traumatized youth in this age 
group, if these behaviors persist, counseling may be 
advised. It is also importa.it to note that it is crucial to 
deal with aggression or self-destructive activities quickly 
and firmly with limit setting. If these behaviors are 
severe or persist, seek professional help. 


Adolescents can often benefit from extra time with pos- 
itive role models and friends who are supportive and 
meaningful. Some adolescents benefit from writing 
down their thoughts and feelings. High school stu- 
dents can often benefit from age-appropriate, adult- 
supervised discussions about the tragic events and their 
thoughts and feelings, in settings they feel comfortable 
in. As with other traumatic life events, such as family 
losses, it may be wise to encourage your teen to delay 
making big decisions. 


Children and adolescents may want to feel that they 
can do something to help. This can alleviate their 
sense of helplessness and focus some of the energy and 
emotion that are stirred by tragic events. If they exhib- 
it the desire to help, encourage them to participate in 
supervised, peer activities or other age-appropriate 
efforts. 


In addition to these practical suggestions compiled by 
the APA, we feel it is also important to advise parents 
to present a balanced religious application. For exam- 
ple, in the case of the World Trade Center and 
Pentagon tragedies, many children and youth may 
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have a difficult time understanding why God would let 

so many people die in such a horrible way. Make the 

distinction between the horrible, evil acts people some- 

times commit and the loving mercifulness of God. 

Direct their attention to how God spared many more 

lives in miraculous ways. We may recognize that these 

events, as well as most tragic events, often occur to | 
draw the attention of others to their sinfulness and q 
encourage a genuine relationship with God, but chil- 
dren may not. Address your child’s questions in lan- 

guage he or she will understand. Our portrayal of God 

in times of tragedy can have a profound impact upon 

the way children and youth see God in the future. 

They are looking for a sense of direction and security. 

They will listen to what you say in and out of their 

presence. They will watch what you do. If they see 

you draw closer to God and your faith being strength- 

ened in times of tragedy, they can be encouraged to do 

likewise. 


For more information on the American Psychological 
Association's guidelines, check out their website at 
www.apa.org. Some information was taken from 
“Traceside Talk,” a publication of the Traceside 
Homeowners Association, Fall 2001 edition. 
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September 11th 2001 will be permanently 
engraved in the hearts and minds of Americans 
and forever etched in America’s history. Many 
watched in horror on live TV as terrorist flew two 
jumbo jets into New York’s World Trade Towers, 
setting them ablaze and eventually causing them 
to crumble to the ‘ground’ which is now known 
as “ground zero”. Another attack was made upon 
the Pentagon, the nerve center of America’s mili- 
tary, disproving the myth that it was impenetrable 
and showing the world America’s vulnerability. 


Immediately the finger was pointed at a Moslem 
extremist named Osama Bin Laden and his terrorist 
organization. At the same time, a number of people 
including religious leaders and politicians with the 
hope of preventing retaliation by Americans against 
innocent people of Middle-Eastern descent, began to 
defend Islam. President Bush called for calm and even 
went as far as to say that Islam is a religion of peace. 


It is true that attitudes prevalent in a collective are not 
necessarily those reflected by individuals. Further, it is 
against Christian principles to attack others. To the 
plea of calm, we support President Bush. The bible has 
told us to “live peaceably with all men....” (Romans 
12:8). At the same time the Christian must always be 
aware of satan’s tactics to divert us from the overall pic- 
ture. Believers should understand that when it comes 
to belief in Jesus Christ as the only way, we do not 
compromise. To defend another religion is an error. 


President Bush is to be admired for calling a national 
day of prayer and fasting. Christians, along with other 
religions everywhere, responded. Entertainer Oprah 
Winfrey, who is not a member of any clerical order, 
organized a national prayer service at Shea Stadium in 
New York. She invited all religions and all faiths, 
which included Moslems, Buddhists, and Jews to come 
together and pray. She stated “we are all worshipping 
the same god, we just call him different names.” 


Is this true? Does the Christian respond or support 


The answer to both questions is no! Although 
it is a common thought that we all worship the 
“same” god, the god of Islam (Allah) and the 
God of Judaism and Christianity (Jehovah) are 
not the same. What purpose is there for 
Christians to come together and acknowledge 
“other” gods when we know that there is no god 
other than the God that we serve? The 
Christian stand is very dogmatic. We believe in 
Jesus Christ and Him being crucified! 


Islamic Origin 


In order to fully understand what Moslems believe, we 
must go back to the origin of Islam. Moslems will 
state that Islam dates back to Abraham, and that 
Muhammad, who was born in 570 A.D. was merely 
trying to restore Abraham's original teachings. 
However, we must understand Islam’s belief when it 
comes to Abraham, Ishmael, and Isaac. Moslem’s 
believe that Abraham was neither Christian or Jew, but 
a Moslem. They believe that Ishmael was the “son of 
promise” and not Isaac. Therefore, right away there is 
a contradiction between Christian and Islamic beliefs. 
If we worshipped the same God, there should be no 
clash in the foundational teaching because God is not 
divided against Himself. 


Some historians believe that Muhammad suffered with 
epileptic seizures. In this era, there were two ways that 
people interpreted this: either one was possessed by a 
demon or God was dealing with him: Muhammad 
said that the angel Gabriel appeared to him while he 


was in the mountain of fire and commanded him. 


“Recite!” 

“What shall I recite? he asked. 

The Angel then proceeded to choke him. 
(This could be explained as a seizure). 
“Recite!” the angel commanded. 


The revelations that Muhammad received were later 
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recorded as the (Quran) Koran which means “the 
recital”. Muhammad himself could neither read or write 
as most of the Quran was recorded at later dates. What 
is interesting about the Qu’ran, however, is that Muslims 
believe that it is a divine and perfect book, but a great 
portion of it is borrowed from the ancient Judeo- 
Christian Bible. 


Who is Allah? 


When Muhammad began his anti-idolatry message in 
Mecca, he was exiled and sent to Medina. Muhammad 
befriended the Arabian-Jews. 
prayer facing the direction of Jerusalem but later 
changed easterwardly in the direction of Mecca. 


He originally instituted 


While in Medina, there were a number of different tribes 
of people - the strongest and dominant being the 
Sebeans. They believed in a number of deities which 
included the union of Sun and Moon. They believed 
that there were three offspring daughters of Allah - Allai, 
Alluzah, and Manat. (These were known among the 
Sebeans as “the daughters of Allah”.) Allah was the 
moon deity. This is why the crescent moon is still pres- 
ent in Islam today. Its origin was from the moon deity 
of the Sebeans. Recent excavations have found small 
statues of the “moon deity Allah” dating back to 400 
B.C., centuries before Muhammad. 


The teaching of Islam does not view Allah as the same 
intimate “father” that the Christian believes. Allah is 
revered as a master, one without love who metes out jus- 
tice and punishments for sin. For Moslems to refer to 
themselves as “children of god” would mean that they 
were equal with him; therefore, it is a term they 
avoid. They also deny that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God. They believe that to say such would mean that 


God would have to have a wife and this to them is blas- 
phemy. The Quran states: 
“Say not that Allah begot a son...” (Sura 23:91) 


Allah will one day judge man by putting him on a scale. 


If one’s good outweighs one’s bad, he will go to paradise. 
Therefore, when we are comparing the god of Islam and 
the God of Christians, we are not talking about the same 
God. 


The Islamic Agenda 


Osama Bin Laden’s hatred for America can be traced to 
two things. First, America’s support of Israel; second, his 
belief that Christianity is a religion of infidels. Islam’s 
agenda is to convert the infidel or conquer him. Jihad 
(holy war) is a part of Islamic teachings. This is not to 
say that all Muslims believe in Jihad, but it most cer- 
tainly is a part of Islamic teachings and was spoken by 
Muhammad himself. “I will instill terror in the hearts of 
the believers (Sura 8:13). Fight those who believe not in 
Allah (Sura 9:29).”. Muhammad’s last recorded words 
were, “Turn the infidel out of the Arabian peninsula”. 
Further, history records the Arab Conquest of the 7th 
century when, after the death of Muhammad, the radi- 
cal spread of Isalm was brought about through a series of 
wars and bloodshed. Historically, nations were never 
converted into Islam, they were conquered. Because of 
the African conquests that took place in the 7th and 8th 
centuries, many North African nations are Moslems 


today. 


Osama Bin Laden’s agenda is to lead Jihad against 
America because he considers her a nation of infidels. 
Although most Americans might believe that Bin Laden 
is a radical extremist or a loose cannon, it should be 
noted that a recent poll among middle-eastern Moslems 
indicates most of them “support and admire Bin Laden” 
(according to American journalist, Thomas Friedman). 


There are three levels of Jihad: 

(1) Attack and shock 

(2) Showing the enemy’s vulnerability 
(3) Humiliation of the enemy 


These three attributes can be found in the September 
11th attacks on America. She was shocked, she was 
shown to be vulnerable, she was humiliated. It was a 
tremendous victory for Bin Laden. 


The Suicide Missions 


Suicide missions are not new in history. During WWII Japanese “kamikaze” (which means divine wind) pilots 
took such radical steps and were taught that it was an honorable death. In Islam, for one to die as a martyr in 
Jihad, means that one’s sins are immediately resolved and one will go straight to paradise. In Paradise, one will 
recline on soft couches among virgins of paradise (Huris) and will be allowed to marry as many of them as please 
him/her. No wonder that among Islamic extremists, it is not hard to find volunteers for suicide missions such as 
the mission of September 11th. They believed that such an act took them directly to paradise. Palestinian leader, 
Yassiar Arafat, was quoted as calling the suicide bombers of the World Trade Center, “the salt of the earth” and that 
they died a “most honorable death.” The bible lets us know that they went straight to hell. The word of God 
declares; “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man: but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 
1412); 


It is time for Christians to know our faith and stand upon what we believe. This is no time to compromise or to 
bow to other gods. We must also understand that to profess hope in Christ in this 21st century may be offensive 
to many. “For the preaching of the cross to them that perish, foolishness; but 

unto us which are saved, it is the power of God” (I Corinthians 1:18). 


Pastor Scott Bradley is an author and lectures every year in the Aim Conference, the 
Leadership Conference and the Holy Convocation. 


To book him for speaking engagements, particularly his lecture on Christianity vs. Islam, he 


may be reached at (708) 681-1608. 
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With one of every two marriages ending in divorce 


today, most find it hard to believe that this holy union 
can actually get better with time. We live in such a “sat- 
isfy me now” society that it is hard for most to wait on 
God for guidance. We as believers should not look to 
the world for answers. A large bank account and an 
expansive home mean nothing when there is a break- 
down in communication between a husband and wife. 
The Bible says that what seems to be the foolishness of 
God confounds the wise (1 Corinthians 1:25). When 
the world says, “payback” or “retaliate,” the Word of 
God says, “forgive.” When the world says, “give her 
more gifts and more money,” the Spirit of God whispers 
“what she needs is more of your time and attention.” 


Below, we humbly offer some godly tips to help build a 


strong marriage. 


1. Develop a fervent prayer life. 


Before a couple can have a good relationship with one 
another, they must first have good, individual relation- 
ships with God. Many marriages fail because neither 
spouse wants to be Christ-like. The only way we can be 
changed into His character is to spend time with Him. 
Then, in times when we want to be stubborn and pride- 
ful with our spouses, His Spirit will urge us to practice 
Ephesians 4:3, “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” 


We not only need to seek His guidance in how to treat 
one another, but also in simply trying to understand 
each other. It is impossible to know and understand 
everything about our spouses, especially when we some- 
times draw a blank when it comes to understand 
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Proverbs 3: 5 -6 should be very familiar to us: “Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths.” There will be plenty of 
times when our mates will do something that we do not 
understand. They may handle a situation differently 
from how we would. If we confront these times in our 
own strength, more than likely, we will end up with a 
mess. To acknowledge God means to recognize His exis- 
tence in our lives and to understand our need for Him 
to direct us. 


Couples must see the importance of setting aside time 
for both individual and joint or collective prayer. We 
must pray for and with one another. Prayer brings unity 
and helps keep us focused on what is really important. 
The desire of the enemy is to keep couples from flowing 
in the things of God. Prayer is the weapon that we use 
to keep him at bay and “under our feet.” Daily prayer 
helps couples set the right priorities for their families. 
When a husband and wife develop a habit of praying for 
their marriage, it makes their union a stronger one. 
James 5: 16 urges, “Confess your faults one to another, 
and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” 


2. Be supportive of one another. 


Oftentimes, maintaining unity in a marriage can be dif- 
ficult at best. We still must endeavor to do so. Find out 
what brings joy to your husband or wife and then try to 
meet those needs. To fulfill his or her desires may mean 
sacrificing some things you want. It is not such a big 
price to pay when you realize that you are “in this thing 
together.” Philippians 2: 3 - 4 admonishes: “Let noth- 
ing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness 


of mind let each esteem the other better than themselves. 
Look not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others.” 


Be quick to forgive. James 1:19 says, “Wherefore my 
beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God.” 


3. Maintain open lines of communication. 


Never stop talking to one another. Do not give “the 
silent treatment.” At the same time, you must know 
how and when to speak. When a conversation becomes 
heated, there must be someone who will recognize the 
unction of God and submit to the Spirit of Peace. The 
Bible admonishes husbands to live with their wives 
according to knowledge, not assumption ( 1 Peter 3:7). 
In the few verses before that, wives are admonished not 
to be quick tempered and flighty, but to have a meek and 
quiet spirit (one that is calm and submissive to God’s 


Spirit). 


There may be times when you will need to ask your 
spouse how you can better communicate with him or 
her. Always make sure the atmosphere is conducive to 
communication. Animosity, anger, stubbornness, intim- 
idation, etc., breed frustration. True communication 
cannot be achieved when these things exist. Meeting the 
needs of our mates includes meeting their needs to be 
heard and validated. Instead of assuming, we must 


ascertain, admonish, and affirm. 


4. Take regular vacations/getaways and keep 
the romance in your marriage. 


It is so easy to get caught up in our daily routines and 
lose focus on what is really important. We lose touch 
with one another's feelings, desires, concerns and 
dreams. We must take time to renew our dedication to 
one another and reconnect with one another. We have 
to be more than just two ships passing by one another. 
Think of it this way. In order to keep a car going, you 
must give it fuel. The same applies to any marital rela- 
tionship. You cannot sit around and hope things will get 
better or hope you will be understood. You have to 
make an effort to bring about change. If you neglect 
your automobile, it will break down. If you neglect your 
spouse and your marriage, there will be a breakdown. 
There must be times of refreshing, renewing and reded- 


ication to one another. Amos 3:3 asks, “Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed?” 


You may not have the resources or time to take a cruise 
every month (though that would be nice). However, a 
date or an evening spent together somewhere other than 
at home can do wonders. It is important that couples 
remain friends so that they not only will love each other, 
but also like each other. Let your mate know that he or 
she can be himself or herself around you - so he or she 
will not feel like he or she has to walk on eggshells or 
constantly fear he or she will offend you in some way. 
Do not stop wooing your mate. Let your spouse know 
that you still want to spend the rest of your life with him 
or her. Spending time away with one another will also 
make it easier to feel secure enough to communicate 
through difficult times. 


Romance begins with time and communication. 


Intimacy is something that is cultivated. There must be 


“Couple’s Never Do List” 


* NEVER compare your spouse to someone else; 


¢ NEVER allow unforgiveness toward your mate to dwell 
in. your heart; 


¢ NEVER give more compliments to someone else than 
you do to your mate; 


e NEVER feel threatened! by your mate’s gifts and talents. 
Remember you are one; 


e NEVER allow the cares of life to extinguish the fire in 


your marriage. 


a foundation upon which these things can be built. 
Contrary to the popular belief that “all you need is love,” 
there must be knowledge and time spent. Have you ever 
wondered why Genesis 4:1 says, “Adam knew Eve his 
wife...2” He had called her flesh of his flesh and bone of 
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his bone. After having seen all of God’s 
animals, and not having someone gam 


for himself, he had reveled in the 


fact that she was taken from him, 


and was there for him to “cling” 
to. No doubt he enjoyed every 
minute of getting to know all : 
about Eve. So when Genesis 4:1 
says, “Adam knew Eve his wife,” 
we understand that he knew her 
in every sense. Therefore, having 
knowledge of your mate enhances the 
“knowing of them.” A wife feels it — Elder James Tharrington 

is romantic when her husband sees 

that she is tired after a long day, and offers to wash the 
dishes. She sees that he is concerned about her needs. A 
husband could feel it is romantic when his wife encour- 
ages him not to be discouraged by a setback, and not to 
give up on his dream. He sees that she really under- 
stands what is important to him. These things go a long 
way when it is time for intimacy. How can you know 
what makes your mate happy unless you get to know 
him or her? Taking the time to keep the romance in 
your marriage is not optional but imperative for a happy 
home. 


Elder James and Evangelist Dawn Tharrington have been married for 15 
years, and have three children. They are Marriage and Family Counselors, 
and have conducted numerous workshops throughout Virginia and across 
the nation. Elder Tharrington, a graduate of NC A& T State University, 
is employed by Lynchburg City Dept. of Social Services as a Family 
Preservationist. Evangelist Dawn Tharrington, educated at NC State 
University and Bennett College, is employed at Lynchburg Christian 
Academy. They have served God as pastors and full-time evangelists. 
They are authors of books such as The Family: A God-given Institutiion 
(which they use also as an instructional tool), Deliverance From People, 
and The Ready Made Family. Elder Tharrington is currently working on 
his ninth book, A Friend to the Fallen. Evangelist Tharrington has just 
recorded her first CD, I Feel Like Praising God. 


You may contact the Tharringtons by email at: prayser@hotmail.com or 
write to: P O Box 10042, Lynchburg, VA 24506-0042. 
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OFA NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 


A. one walks down the streets of major cities, one 
notices the names of many churches and the signs on 
them. Some signs read: this is a Bible church, this is a 
perfect church or this a New Testament church. The 
question that comes to my mind is “What kind of New 
The church at Corinth was filled 
with carnality. The church at Ephesus lost its first love. 


Testament church?” 


The church at Sardis had a reputation for being alive, 
but it was dead. 


We need to understand that the New Testament gives 
some glimpses of model churches, but they were not per- 
fect. The early church which came into existence after 
Pentecost was a progressing and purposeful church, but 
it was not perfect. Unfortunately, some people look for 
a perfect church. My response is “If you find a perfect 
church, do not join it, because you will ruin it.” 


If you have people in the church, then you have prob- 
We need to do an in depth study of the New 
Testament to answer the question, “What is a New 
Testament church?” In the book of Acts, Luke paints, in 
bold strokes, a portrait for us of the early church. He 
- four universal 


lems. 


gives us at least four characteristics 
marks by which to identify a New Testament church. 
The first mark is found in verse 42. A New Testament 
church is always A TEACHING, LEARNING COM- 
MUNITY. The text literally says, “They were continu- 
ally devoting themselves to the apostles teaching.” The 
word ‘continually’ is important because it governs the 
other characteristics of the church. It denotes a steadfast 
and single-minded devotion to a certain course of 
action. 


The Greek word ‘didasko’, means to teach. The sub- 
stantive of the verbal form ‘didaxa means ‘what is 
taught,’ the doctrine. This is the word used in the text. 
Over the years, we have received the body of the revela 
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tion of the truth of Christ meditated to us through the 
prophets, apostles, martyrs and messengers of God. 


Therefore, teaching in the church is not optional; it is 
essential. The church that ceases to educate ceases to 
exist. The early church was committed to biblical truth 
and the apostolic teaching. There was a body of truth 
that needed to be mastered. More importantly, the truth 
needed to master the believers. It is one thing to master 
the truth and quite another to allow truth to master you. 


Tragically, the average church has been over preached to 
and under taught. Will it surprise you to know, that 
every time you go to church, you are going to school? 
Ephesians 4 spells this out in specific details. All of the 
gifted men mentioned in verse 11 have something to do 
with the teaching of the Word. Across the centuries, 
God has given gifted men and women to the church to 
equip (train, discipline, shape up) the saints for their 
work of ministry. You go to church to be equipped, not 
to be entertained by the preacher or the choir. 
Therefore, the questions are not, Did you think it was a 
good sermon? Did you think the choir or musical pro- 
gram was relevant and vibrant? or Did you have good 
fellowship with your friends? But, Were you equipped 
to do what God gifted and called you to do? 


In Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Ghost 
opened a school in Jerusalem. The apostles were the first 
instructors, and the first class was composed of 3,000 
kindergarten-baby believers who were there to be 
equipped. The first indication of life on the part of indi- 
viduals who come to faith is that they become hungry to 
learn. They come to church with an unbelievable spiri- 
tual hunger. When a person takes what he has learned, 
applies it to his life and then goes out into the commu- 
nity and shares with others, he comes back to church to 
receive more. 


One of the greatest needs is not just for saints to sit 


27 TWIT 


under the Word. They need to be taught how to get into 
the Word, to feed themselves and develop spiritual dis- 
cernment so they can evaluate the teaching and preach- 
ing they sit under and are exposed to from pulpits and 


books. 


A perusal of several New Testament passages will validate 
the importance of believers being thoroughly grounded 
in the Word of God. There is an intriguing statement in 
Acts 17:11. The verse says, “These were more noble 
than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind and searched the scrip- 
tures daily, whether those things were so.” The believers 
of Berea did two things: first, they received the message. 
They welcomed the truth with great eagerness, and they 
examined the scriptures every day to see if what Paul said 
was true. The believers of Ephesus checked on those 


who preached and taught the Word of God (Rev. 2:2). 


If the early believers checked up on the apostle Paul, a 
brilliant theologian, then believers today need to be 
taught how to evaluate what is preached and taught. We 
have too many people who have been saved for 15, 20, 
30 or 40 years and still do not know how to study the 
Bible for themselves. They come to church on Sunday 
for the preacher to give them a spiritual high that will 
last them to the next Sunday. We have too many believ- 
ers who will travel miles to a Bible Conference to sit 
under the Word and will not walk across the room to 
pick up a Bible. We have too many believers who have 
been saved for years who cannot tell you what they 


believe and why. 


The lack of solid and sound biblical teaching has result- 
ed in the raising of a generation of biblical illiterates. We 
have believers who are impoverished in basic biblical 
knowledge. We are rapidly becoming a generation of 
spiritual pygmies instead of spiritual and mental giants. 
We are free to make the decisions as to what we do in 
our churches, but we are not free to escape the conse- 
quences. The church of Jesus Christ in the 21st century 
is going to pay a huge price for ceasing to be a teaching, 
learning community. 


The second mark of the early church is also found in 
verse 42. The believers came together for “breaking of 


bread and the prayers.” Therefore, the second mark is 
that it is A WORSHIPPING CHURCH. 


We have a cause/effect relationship. A teaching and 
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learning church leads to a worshipping church. This is 
significant because it is impossible to worship a God that 
you do not know. We need to observe Jesus’ encounter 
with the woman of Samaria as recorded in John 4:1-29. 
Verse 22 contains a perceptive statement. Jesus said, 


“You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We 
worship what we do know for salvation is from the Jews 
yet a time is coming and has now come when true wor 


shippers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth.” 


Notice the next statement, “For those are the kind of 
worshippers the Father seeks.” 


There are several important principles embedded in this 
verse. First, true worship is cognitive and emotive. True 
worship must be based on knowledge. The more you 
know about God, the better you can worship Him. 
Worship is emotive in the sense that feeling is involved. 
The next principle enunciated by Jesus is God “Seeks 
worshippers and not just workers.” God wants wor- 
shippers before workers. He redeemed us to make us 
worshippers. Out of a heart filled with love for God 
flows our work. God created us that we might be wor- 
shippers, yet we have become everything else but wor- 


shippers. 


One of the ways in which we grieve God is our failure to 
worship Him. The church's lack of authentic worship 
led the late A. W. Tozer, noted pastor, prolific writer and 
mystic, to make this statement, “Worship acceptable to 
God is the missing jewel in evangelical Christianity.” He 
continued by saying, “It is possible to worship God with 
our lips and not worship God with our lives.” However, 
you must know that if your life doesn’t worship God, 
your lips don’t worship God either. 


Since worship is important to God, then what is wor- 
William Temple, the late Archbishop of 
Canterbury defined it this way, “To worship is to quick- 
en the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the 
mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination 
by beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God, 
to devote the will to the purpose of God.” Worship is a 
personal response to divine revelation. God has spoken 
in His Word. When He speaks, He does not stutter. He 
speaks clearly. When believers attend church, convoca- 


ship? 


tions, Bible conferences or a chapel service and are 
exposed to the Word of God, they have the responsibil- 


ity to respond in obedience. It is not enough to shake 


the speaker's hand and say “What a wonderful sermon.” 
The responsibility is to respond to the truth in worship. 
Jesus said, “Why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not 
what I tell you.” 


Worship is more than a question of form. Rather, it is a 
question of function. We have more churches splitting 
over the form of worship or the style of music than over 
doctrine. Form is a product of preference and of culture. 
We need to ask, “What is the ultimate question in wor- 
ship?” “What is it the Father seeks?” The question in 
any worship service is, What did you say to God? Was 
God satisfied with what He heard? Worship is not a 
spectator sport. God is the audience. We are the par- 
ticipants. The early church met on a regular basis to 
worship the sovereign God. Notice the text also says 
they committed themselves to the prayer. There is a def- 
inite article before prayers. 


Obviously, the early church had appointed times of 
prayer. Prayer is one of the missing ingredients in our 
churches. Some years ago an article appeared in Moody 
magazine entitled, What Happened to the Prayer 
Meeting? It is a sad commentary on churches when 
business meetings increase and prayer meetings decrease. 
The apostle James says, “You have not because you ask 
not, and you ask and receive not because you ask amiss 
that you may consume it upon your lust” (James 4:3). 
The early church was a shining model of persistent and 
intercessory prayer. The believers prayed fervently on 
the Day of Pentecost, and God sent power from heaven 
(Acts 1;14-; 2:1-12). They prayed until their place was 
shaken (Acts 4:23-31); They prayed until Peter was 
released from jail (Acts 12:1-19); Paul and Silas prayed 
until God delivered them from a filthy and rat infested 
prison (Acts 16:11-40). 


The greatest revival of modern times was not conducted 
by Billy Sunday, D. L. Moody, Charles G. Finney or 
Billy Graham. Rather, it was the Laymen’s Prayer 
Revival (1856-1858) conducted by a layman, Jeremiah 
Lamphier. He rented a room in New York and went 
there every day at noon to pray. The prayer meeting left 
New York and spreaded to other parts of the United 


States and eventually went around the world. 


We might not take prayer seriously, but God does. One 
of the greatest needs in the church, and in evangelism 
today is a greater focus on prayer. Perhaps, we have 
overemphasized Bible study, and preaching, and under 


emphasized prayer. All three are critical to worship. The 
devil does not care about how much we study the Bible, 
sing and preach, as long as we don’t pray. He knows that 
if we do all of those things without prayer, there will be 
no power in our prayers. 


The third characteristic of a New Testament church is 
found in wv. 44 and 45. That is it is A CARING AND 
SERVING CHURCH. Notice, all the believers were 
together, and had everything in common. They sold 
their possessions and they gave to anyone as he had 
need. Again, mark the relationship. The order is not 
significant. If you would ask the average person in the 
church, What is the greatest need of the church today? 
The response probably would be “...We need more 
workers.” As alluded to earlier, the greatest need of the 
church is not for more workers. The church needs more 
worshippers. A believer who worships God will go to 
work. We have too many believers working in the ener- 
gy of the flesh and not in the power of the Spirit because 
they have never worshipped the living God. 


We have too many Secret Agent believers in the church. 
We have far too many believers who think that they are 
saved just to go to heaven. Therefore, they never share 
their faith and never become involved in the work that 
God is doing in the world. 


To understand the third characteristic of the church one 
must distinguish church work from the work of the 
church. Church work can be accomplished by a rela- 
tively few people. The work of the church must be 
accomplished by every believer. There is a difference 
between the gathered church and the dispersed or scat- 
tered church. If you were asked, Where is your church 
located? You might respond by saying “6th and Main.’ 
Your church may be located there on Sunday. If you 
were asked the same question on Monday at 11:00 a.m. 
or 12 noon, the church would be all over the communi- 
ty. The church would be located at the office down- 
town, on college campuses, in hospitals, in schools, in 
rest homes, or in restaurants. Wherever believers are, 
that is where the church is. 


God has given every believer a spiritual gift, which is the 
spiritual ability to function in the body of Christ. 
Tragically, we confuse what we do with a gift. If you ask 
some believers, “What is your spiritual gift?” They may 
reply, “I am a cook, carpenter, or typist.” Now, if believ- 
ers do not understand what their spiritual gift is, how 


29 TWT 


can they function in the body of Christ? 


The modern church has too many spiritual parasites. 
People who come to the church and sit, soak, and sour. 
They are two groups of people in every church. The pil- 
lars who support the church and the caterpillars who 
crawl in and out week after week. They occupy a place 
in the pew and shake the pastor’s hand with the words, 
“That was a wonderful sermon, or I'll see you next week” 
and they seldom come closer to the truth. Sometimes, 
after listening to a sermon, they will say to the pastor, “I 
wish Brother James or Sister Mary had been here; they 
sure needed to hear your message.” 


Notice, the caring took many forms in the New 
Testament. However, the caring was always based on 
needs. The text points to people who were desperately 
hurting in terms of physical need. The people of God in 
the New Testament opened their hearts and homes to 
needy saints. The people of God poured out their gifts 
so that needs could be met. Is the modern church put- 
ting too much money in buildings? Believers should be 
concerned about the house of worship. Also, they 
should be equally concerned about the two things that 
will survive throughout eternity - people and the Word 
of God. ) 


The fourth characteristic is found in vv. 42, 46 and 47. 
THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH IS A FELLOW- 
SHIPPING COMMUNITY. Notice the reading, 
“They continued steadfastly in the fellowship.” 
Everyday they met together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their houses and ate together with glad- 
ness and with sincere hearts praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. 


The early church did not have a Jack-in-the box, Burger 
King, McDonalds or Waffle House where they could 
meet to sip coffee and punch, eat doughnuts and munch 
on cookies. Biblical fellowship is more than a sentimen- 
tal feel of oneness. It is not cookies and punch. It does 
not take place simply because believers assemble in the 


church hall. 


The Greek word used here is Koinonia. The word is not 
used in the Gospels. This is the first occurrence of the 
word in the New Testament. The word has the follow- 
ing connotation: common, sharing, important and fel- 
lowship. New Testament Greek, is called koine Greek 
because it was the common Greek of the day- the street 
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language of the people (see, Fredrick Hauck, Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament 2:789-809). 


Fellowship is another missing ingredient in many 
churches. Fellowship is never an end in itself. It is 
always a means to an end. Fellowship is not a group of 
believers tuned in upon themselves. A group of people 
who are incognito. True fellowship is vertical and hori- 
zontal. Fellowship reaches up to God and out to other 
believers. We cannot be in fellowship with God and out 
of fellowship with another believer. On the other hand; 
a believer cannot be out of fellowship with another 
believer and be in fellowship with God. (2 Cor. 8:4; 
9:13; 2 Cor. 13:14 and 1 John 1:3). The point is, believ- 
ers have fellowship for healing so they can go back out 
into the real world to do battle after having being 
strengthened by the fellowship of the family of God. 


As we ponder these four characteristics of the early 
church, do not forget the context. The context is evan- 
gelism. Look at verse 41. “Those who accepted Peter’s 
message were baptized and about 3,000 were added to 
the number that day.” Look at verse 47, “The Lord con- 
tinued to add to their number daily those who were 
being saved.” One writer said, “It was a continuous 
revival day by day.” R. Kene Hughes sums it up beauti- 
fully: 


*When the Spirit reigns, believers relate to the Word- 
teaching. 

*When the Spirit reigns, believers relate to each other- 
koinonia. 

*When the Spirit reigns, believers relate to God-worship. 
*When the Spirit reigns, believers relate to the world- 
evangelism, (Acts: The Church Afire, p. 50). 


Conclusion 


If the church is living under the rule of the Holy Spirit, 
then it will be devoted to Biblical teaching, fellowship, 
worship and caring. May we pray earnestly for a new 
infusion of the Holy Spirit, and may He ignite some 
fires in us and in our churches that will never go out. 


Robert Lee Asberry, D.Min. 
Dallas Theological Seminary 


Email: asberry1r@aol.com 


Bostick Temple Church 
of God in Christ, the 
oldest COGIC con- 
gregation in the city 
Ror - St. 

Missouri, recently 
celebrated its 93rd 
_ Anniversary on 
September 25rd, 
2001. Current pas- 
tor of Bostick 
Hemples Elder @arl 


Terrell says, “I remember 


The Late Bishop Daniel Bostick the high services, 
Founder 


Louis, 


when 
Vera Boykin would 


Missionary 


conduct a prayer line - praying and anointing 
the saints; Elder Merrell caidas ihe presenceior 
the Holy Ghost was great in our midst and the 
sick were healed. The saints seemed like they 
got happy and shouted all the time, rejoicing in 
the Lord. What a time we would have.” 


Although the history of Bostick Temple begins 
in 1908, it was a year earlier that a young cou- 
ple, Daniel and Lucinda Bostick, heard the 
gospel preached by Elder Charles Harrison 
Mason in St. Louis, Missouri. They received 
that message and were filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Immediately, the Bosticks left the AME 
church where they were members and began 
holding street meetings in many areas through- 
out the city. So many souls were added to the 


ministry that Elder Bostick established a mission 
at Eleventh and Wash Streets in the year 1908. 
As the Lord continued to bless the ministry, the 
congregation found it necessary to move to sev- 


eral locations to accommodate the increasing 
number of souls which were added. By 
December 1913, the congregation numbered 
more than 800. In September 1962, “Dad” 
Bostick led the congregation to its present loca- 
tion. A few months later, in May 1963, Elder 
Bostick passed from labor to reward and the 
church was named in his memory. Then assis- 
tant - Pastor Elder Robert Sanders, continued in 
the path of Elder Bostick. Within twelve years, 
the mortgage was paid off. Elder Sanders, now 
Bostick Temple’s pastor emeritus, pastored 17 
years until his retirement. Former Presiding 
Bishop Chandler D. Owens took the reins of 
leadership for four years and in October of 
2000, current pastor, Elder Carl Terrell, was 
officially installed as the shepherd of the Bostick 
Temple flock. 


bo ¥ 

\ ; tw 
Elder Carl Terrell, Pastor 

and Missionary Margaret Terrell, Pastor’s Wife 
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Mother Georgia Freeman serves as church histo- 


rian and has done well in educating young.and * 
old concerning the rich history of Bostick.: 


Temple from the early 1900s to this present day. 
Says Mother Freeman, “...(Many) of my broth- 
ers and sisters attended Bostick Temple. It is 
hard for me to put into words how much the 
church has meant to my family - there are just so 
many memories. But, through the good times 
and bad times, the church has made it through.” 


The church itself is an architectural marvel. 
Formerly the home of West Park Baptist 
Church, it was the primary inspiration of archi- 
tects Hoener, Baum and Froese. It was initially 
purchased by the West Park Baptist Church after 
World War I for $11,890 in 1923. The archi- 
tects designed a distinctive octagonal form with 
artful brick and terra cotta work to create a small 
arts and crafts gem both inside and out. 
Lombard Romanesque-style brickwork in varie- 
gated buff and brown was subtly accented with 
Winkle Terra Cotta block at the cornice and 
around the openings. Interior ornamentation of 
exposed glazed brick, textured plaster, and mosa- 
A simple 
wood truss ceiling with beams radiating from a 
center-point underscored the polygonal central- 
ized plan. Windows were glazed with pastel- 
color leaded glass set in a diamond pattern. A 
baptismal pool behind the chancel served as the 
focal point of the auditorium. The church 
includes a sizable annex housing Sunday School 
classrooms, social areas, and offices. 


ic banding emphasized materials. 


Members of the church were excited by the 93rd 
anniversary celebration. Said Elder Terrell, who 
celebrates his pastoral anniversary each October, 
“It is something that helps give us some identi- 
ty, and it is significant that we are celebrating 
this (church) anniversary - not because it points 
us to the past, rather because it calls us to focus 


on the future.” 


Submitted by: Evelyn Smith 


BOSTICK TEMPLE 
Church Of God In Christ 


The church itself is an architectural marvel. 


The Lord gave the word: | 
great was the company 
of those that published it. 


Psalm 68:11 
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TIPS FOR CLERGY 


Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how to entan- 
gle him in his talk. And they sent their disciples to him, 
along with the Herodians, saying, 


“Teacher, we know that you are true, and teach the way of God truth- 
fully, and care for no man: for you do not regard the position of men. 
Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?” And they brought him a coin. And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesars.” Then he said 
to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’, and 
to God the things that are Gods.” 
(Matthew 22:15-21, RSV) 


What do ministers, grain farmers, attorneys and beau- 
ty/barber shop owners have in common? They are all 
members of many different types of industries currently 
being targeted by the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) for special 
review. As it relates to properly fil- 
ing tax returns, what you dont 
know can hurt you - and possibly 
land you in jail. 


Many pastors, ministers and other 
church leaders have unwittingly 
found themselves the subjects of 
intense IRS scrutiny. If you have 
been audited or anticipate being 
audited, it is important to learn 
how to prepare for it. Most impor- 
tant, clergy members must know 
how to avoid an audit altogether. 


There are four different provisions 
unique to clergy in the Internal 
Revenue Code (IRS); therefore, each represents a poten- 
tial examination issue on clergy tax returns. 


Examining the first three provisions, we see there are a 
couple of critical issues involved - determining whether 
the minister is an employee or an independent contrac- 
tor and determining whether payment that ministers 
receive for their services can be considered as income 
from self-employment. 


To qualify for these special tax provisions, an individual 


must meet the IRS’ definition of a minister. 


Although ministers are generally considered as employ- 
ees, payment for ministerial services is considered as 
income from self-employment. 


Traveling evangelists, however, are generally considered 
as independent contractors. While ministers may 
receive a Form W-2, traveling evangelists should be 
receiving a Form 1099-MISC after each engagement. 


Some ministers are mistakenly given the latter. 


Ministers can also claim to be exempt from self-employ- 
ment tax if: 


* he or she, as a member of a 
religious body, has taken a vow 
of poverty, of opposes 
receiving social security benefits 
based on his or her religious 


beliefs. 


AT INCOME SHOULD 
BE REPORTED? 


Clergy members usually are 
compensated for their personal 
services by the church. They 
receive fees from congregation 
or community services such as 
weddings and _ christenings. 


Income from these services must 
reported. 


Clergy may also receive special gifts or bonuses raised 
through anniversaries. Allowances for transportation 
and business are also fees they receive. All of these pay- 


ments are considered reportable. 
If the clergy member is a missionary who receives con- 
tributions to help further his or her missions, he or she 


must report this income also. 
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must report this income also. 
BUSINESS EXPENDITURES 


A clergy member can deduct routine and special busi- 
ness expenses on Schedule A as miscellaneous expenses. 


If the church adopts an accountable plan, the limitations 
placed on the deductibility of business expenses can be 
avoided. 


Typical deductible expenditures for clergy include travel, 
business use of home, supplies, and dues. Deductible 
transportation costs may include trips for hospital or 
nursing home visits, conferences and other relevant 
church business. Regarding the deductibility of confer- 
ence travel expenses, clergy are subject to the same regu- 
lations relating to deductibility of meals, entertainment, 
and lodging as other taxpayers. 


If a clergy member plans to deduct expenses related to 
using the home as a place of business, the business func- 
tions performed in the home and in the church-provid- 
ed office as well as the amount of time spent in each 
place will be examined. Since the church often provides 
the clergy member with an office, the necessity of such a 
claim will be questioned closely. 


Expenses for office supplies and profession-related books 
and periodicals may be deductible. More and more 
ministers are using computers for writing sermons, 
church record-keeping, etc., and therefore may be able 
to deduct related expenses. 


Ministers may deduct annual renewal fees expended to 
maintain their credentials. Ministers may not deduct 
contributions to the church as business expenses. Such 
contributions are regarded as charitable donations. 


Other deductible business expenses are the reasonable 
cost and care of special vestments (or uniforms) and un- 
reimbursed long-distance telephone calls. 


Information contained in this article was taken from An 
Insider's Guide to Internal Revenue Service Audits 
Specifically for Ministers, published by the State 
Taxation Institute (SCI.). More information on this and 
other publications available through this agency can be 
obtained by calling (800) 846-2202 or by faxing (770) 
936-0149. You may also write SCI at 5582 Peachtree 
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ADVERTISE 
IN 
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Advertising Rates 
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3/4 Page $650.00 
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Add 3rd color: $75.00 
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Over the last 35 years, America has become the most religiously diverse nation on earth. About one million immi- 
grants have entered the United States every year for the past decade and they have brought with them all the reli- 
gions of the world. While our nation remains more than 80 percent Christian, experts observe that our growing 
religious pluralism is sure to change the character of American society. The paradox is that we seem to be both a 


Christian country and a multi-religious society at the same time. 


Some 95 percent of Americans believe religious beliefs or spiritual practices are important in their own life. While 
the United States is one of the most religious countries on earth, Americans may not be as religious as they think 
they are. Americans are more religious now than 10 years ago, but less so than in the 1950s and 1960s. While 
survey data indicate that the vast majority of Americans say they believe in God and a large number engage in 
daily or weekly prayer, other research indicates that church attendance poll numbers are exaggerated and the num- 
ber of “seculars” are rising. There is also evidence that commitment to religious beliefs is softening as people seek a 
direct experience of God. In fact, evidence suggests that private spirituality is replacing traditional religious beliefs. 
Road, Suite 101, Atlanta, Georgia, 30341. 
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SICKNESS & DISEASE 


It is important to understand clearly, the essential dif- 
ferences in philosophy between conventional medicine 
and its counterpart: naturopathic medicine. In con- 
ventional medicine, diagnosis and treatment resemble 
war: practitioners speak heroically of the “war on can- 
cer,” or of “combating disease.” It is a well-known fact 
that conventional medicine works best when it is able 
to focus on a specific target and destroy it. This target, 
the basis of modern medicine, is a specific pathogenic 
actor. It could be bacteria, virus, cancer or organ mal- 
function. The pathogenic factor becomes the enemy, 
and subsequent therapy is designed to kill, remove, or 
otherwise dispose of it, usually with drugs or surgical 


procedures as its fundamental ammunition. 


Mainstream medicine is based on a concept of the body 
as an inert chemical laboratory where illness is treated by 
administering chemicals, repairing broken parts, or 
replacing worn-out ones. Conventional medicine typi- 
cally fails when precise etiology cannot be found. In 
contrast, the language of naturopathic medicine is filled 
with more peaceful terms: “harmony”, “resonance”, 
“nurturing”, 

and “building”. 


approach that works in conjunction with the natural 


“balancing”, 


Naturopathic medicine is a holistic 
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recuperative powers of the body. It views disease as a 
symptom of unhealthy elements in your lifestyle: a poor 
diet, too much stress, lack of exercise, and uneducated 
behavior . These things throw the body in what we call 


a state of toxemia. 


The famous scientist Louis Pasteur, often considered the 
father of germ theory, taught that the germ is nothing - 
but the terrain is everything. Just what did Pasteur mean 
by this statement? He meant that germs cannot invade 
healthy matter. Germs require an unhealthy environ- 
ment and thrive in decaying matter. 


Naturopathic medicine views the body as a whole and 
studies the relationship of symptoms as patterns, rather 
than isolated problems. We have seen patients with 
multiple symptoms who have been shuffled from spe- 
cialist to specialist without result, only to respond dra- 
matically to holistic therapy. It is unfortunate that the 
majority of such people are totally unaware of the pre- 
ventive aspects of naturopathic medicine. With these 
medicines, it is possible to treat disharmonies while 
they are still energy disturbances, before they reach the 
stage of tissue pathology that conventional medicine 
treats. Thus, the person who seeks medical attention 
for fatigue, headaches, or other vague symptoms, where 
the M. D. cannot find anything wrong, will often find 
that he responds well to naturopathic medicine. There 


is no need to wait for an energetical disorder to develop 
into a pathological tissue disorder to benefit from such 
treatment. 


Nevertheless, we should emphasize that naturopathic 
medicine does not exclude conventional medicine. 

Our doctors use laboratory reports and the full comple- 
ment of conventional medical procedures to evaluate 
patients. In our practice, we work directly with med- 
ical doctors. When it is war- 
ranted, we refer patients to 
specialists and surgeons; the 
vast majority of our patients, 
however, come to us after 
conventional medicine has 
failed. In taking a person's 
case history, we devote more 
time and attention to under- 
standing “the whole picture” 
than our allopathic counter- 
part. Patients respond well 
to the sympathetic interest 
shown towards all of their 
problems. They are often 
amazed at the depth of the 
interview and the interest of 
the holistic doctor to details 
usually overlooked or 
ignored by conventional 
doctors. It is a comfort to 
realize that the doctor's 
interest goes beyond their 
chief complaint. The intent 
is to help with the minor 
problems as well, because 
naturopathic medicine 


evokes the body as a whole 
(Body, Mind, Spirit) to heal. 


Scientific evidence continues to mount in support of 
naturopathic medicine and other alternative forms of 
treatment. Experts predict that American Medicine is 
poised for dramatic change. In 1992, the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) established an office of 
Alternative Medicine to explore the potential benefits of 
naturopathic medicine and other alternatives to conven- 
tional medical care. 


Medical schools are also coming around: even Harvard 
Medical School is joining the ranks of institutions offer- 


ing courses on so-called unorthodox medicine. Many 
holistic physicians have N. D. (Doctor of Naturopathy 
medicine) degrees from a licensed medical school of 
naturopathic medicine in the United States and Europe. 


A recent study in the New England Journal of Medicine 
reported that more than 34 percent of all Americans 
have used some form of alternative medicine. Clearly, 
Americans are seeking a more humane and less invasive 
approach than that of stan- 
dard medical doctors. 
According to Dr. Joe Jacobs, 
M.D., director of the NIH 
Office“ of 
Medicine, “...some of these 
alternative therapies take an 


Alternative 


holistic and more caring 
This 


attitude is an 


view of a patient.” 
holistic 
important foundation of 
Naturopathic Medicine. 


A helpful place to contact 
for further information is 
the American Association of 
Naturopathic Physicians, 
(its governing body, which 
tests for competency); P. O. 
Box 20386, Seattle, WA 
98102; telephone: (206) 
323-7610. For now at least, 
patients will most likely 
have to pick up the typical 
$45.00-$75.00 per treat- 
ment tab themselves. Only 
that 
insurers cover naturopathic 


six states mandate 

medicine or other alterna- 
tive medicine care. The beacons that the industry typi- 
cally follow, Medicare and Medicaid, have no plans now 
to stop being stingy. 


Elder Daniel Phelps is a Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine 
(N.D.) and a Ph.D. He is an ordained COGIC Minister 
and Founder of The Center on Family Living in Michigan. 
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I. is the mission of The Whole Truth to provide the general constituency of the Church Of God In Christ with a 
quality publication which will edify, educate and empower. This will be accomplished through special features which 
include coverage of religious and news events relevant to the Church of God In Christ; profiles of COGIC members; 
and literary contriubtuions by COGIC members. 


The Whole Truth Magazine shall endeavor to affect greater unity within this denominational body of Christ by 
communicating the program and messge of the leadership of our National Church and by promoting and utilizing 
the wealth and resource of journalistic talent from among our own constituency. 


Elder Larry G. Britton Elder and Mrs. Glenda Goodson 
Michael and Eucretia Johnson 


Elder Larry G. Britton, the editor-in-chief of The Whole Truth Magazine, is a former schoolteacher and adminis- 
trator who has pastored since 1978. He has been married to the magazine’s production coordinator, Loretta Miles- 
Britton since 1974. They are the parents of three offspring. Email: LGB44TRU@aol.com, or fax; 9615) 646- 
4960. 


(Elder and Mrs.) Michael and Eucretia Johnson are nationally recognized evangelists and workshop instructors who 
have ministered throughout the United States in jurisdictional conventions and local churches. They have been 
married since 1985 and have three children. The couple can be contacted at EEWJ63@aol.com. 


Glenda Goodson of Dallas is an evangelist missionary, wife and mother with an MBA degree in strategic leader- 
ship. Glenda is the writer for “The COGIC Woman” and an associate editor. She has authored several publica- 
tions and books. She can be contacted at glenda-goodson@webtv.net. 
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Mother Willie Mae Rivers, General Supervisor, International Department of Women 
Church Of God In Christ, Inc., and Mother Elizabeth Nash, Assistant General Supervisor. 


2002 CALENDER OF EVENTS 


ANNUAL SPRING CALL 


April 9-11, 2002 


INTERNATIONAL HOLY CONVOCATION 


November 4-12, 2002 


Memphis, Tennessee 


